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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT 
BY THE REV. STEPHEN MURPHY, 0.M.1. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. Detratts oF THE MIRACLE: the disappointed fishermen after 
their night on the lake; the presence of Jesus on the shore, in Simon’s 
barque, addressing the people, when the miraculous draught was made; 
the confusion of Simon and the kind promise of Jesus to make him 
and his companions -fishers of men. 


2. How the miracle is applied in the history of Christianity: the labors 
of the Apostles, how other men participate in those labors, the sacrifice 
that is a prerequisite. 


3. How the lesson is brought home to the individual. How our accom- 
plishments are imperfect like Peter's. If they are iniquitous, the presence 
of Christ at our death will be for our chastisement. If our deeds are 
referred to God, Jesus will help us as He helped the Aposiles and He 
will likewise reward us. 


1. I beg of you to attend carefully to the details of the 
miracle. You can picture to yourselves Lake Genesareth lighted 
up by the morning sun. You see two row-boats at anchor rising 
and falling on the gentle swell of the water. They are the 
fishing vessels of Simon and Andrew, James and John and their 
assistants. The fisherman have gone out of their boats with an 
appearance of weariness and disappointment. Their long night 
excursion in quest of fish has been fruitless. They rowed hard, 
pulling against wind and wave. They visited widely-separated 
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fishing grounds. They dragged their nets out of the dark waters 
in the glimmer of smoking torches. But they captured nothing. 
And dong out by their exertions, they are now cleansing the 
weeds and debris from their nets before enjoying a hard-earned 


repose. 

The place of disembarkation happened to be where Jesus 
was standing near the lake and the multitude pressed upon Him 
to hear the word of God. Jesus saw the two ships standing by 
the lake and, going up to one of them that was Simon’s, He de- 
sired him to draw back a little from the land. And sitting He 
taught the multitudes out of the ship. To accommodate the 
Person of Christ addressing the, people was a privilege that 
rendered Simon quite willing to forego his own comfort and 
convenience. When Jesus ceased to speak, He said to Simon, 
“Launch out into the deep and let down your net for a draught.” 
And Simon answering said Him, “Master, we have labored all 
night and taken nothing; but at Thy word, I will let down the 
net.” This yielding a second time to the wishes of Christ was 
not less spontaneous than the former. But it required great 
faith and confidence on the part of Peter. It required a sur- 
render of his judgment to the superior judgment and dominion 
of Christ. If the action called for renewed effort on the part 
of a man already fatigued by incessant rowing and long watch- 
ing, this fact did not enter into the count. 

If Peter referred to the ill luck of their previous venture in 
quest of fish, he begged only to remind Jesus of the improbability 
of a successful catch in the usual run of affairs. His reliance on 
his Master prompted him to say, “At Thy word I will let down 
the net.”” Something unusual was expected it is true, but the 
miraculous draught that resulted filled all present with amaze- 
ment. Simon, especially, for whose benefit the miracle was 
wrought, when he saw the two boats sinking from the unwonted 
load of fishes, was completely overcome. He fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 
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And Jesus who was kind enough to work the miracle was also 
kind and gracious in His answer, “Fear not, henceforth thou 
shalt catch men.” The moment was the parting of the ways for 
these disciples. To become fishers of men, they left their ships, 
they left all things to follow Jesus. 

Two applications will serve to impress the lesson of the 
miracle on our minds—one, in the history of Christianity; the 
other, in the spiritual life of each individual Christian. 

2. “Fear not, thou shalt become a fisher of men.’’ When these 
prophetic words were addressed to Peter, he was engaged in gain- 
ing a livelihood from the water of Lake Genesareth. He had as 
partners Andrew, James and John. In the occupation of his after 
life, appointed to him by Christ, he was to have as partners 
not only Andrew, James and John but likewise all the other 
apostles, as well as those who, at the death of the Apostles, suc- 
ceeded to their office and duties. They all have shared in the 
labors of St. Peter, not for the purpose of gaining a livelihood 
for themselves but to secure the welfare and salvation of others. 
They are fishermen all of them, in a greater lake and sea than 
that of Galilee—in the sea of the world. The net they employ is 
the ministry of the word, the teaching of the Gospel. And the 
capture they still bring in, in the barque of Peter, is the capture 
of living souls for the Kingdom of Heaven. 

St. Peter and the other Apostles thought it unreasonable 
to leave the word of God to concern themselves with the temporal 
affairs of their converts. “We will give ourselves continually 
to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts, vi, 4). Was 
this undertaking as laborious as the previous calling of Simon 
and his companions? Did this new calling entail as great 
exertion and hardship? You may judge for yourselves of the 
endeavors put forth by the Apostles as a body by referring to 
the hardships detailed by St. Paul in his career of preaching and 
evangelizing. In the words I quote, St. Paul maintains that the 
magnitude of his hardships entitles him to at least equal rank 
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with his co-workers. ‘They are ministers of Christ,” he says 
(2 Cor., xi), “I am more; in many more labors, in prisons more 
frequently, in stripes above measure, in deaths often. Of the 
Jews five times did I receive forty stripes, save one. Thrice was 
I beaten with rods, once I was stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, 
a night and a day I was in the depth of the sea. In journeying 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils from my 
own nation, in perils from the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in 
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils from false 
brethren; in labor and painfulness, in much watchings, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” 

What applies to the Apostles applies also to those who at 
the death of the Apostles were authorized to take up their task 
and continue their mission. Popes of the Catholic Church, 
bishops, priests, missionaries, in their various activities have 
maintained their share in the continuation of that mission. How 
many of the latter, following in the footsteps of Christ and the 
Apostles, have laid down their lives for their flocks? How 
many, like St. Paul, braved perils and difficulties without num- 
ber in the propagation of the Gospel? And if we ask why the 
labors of Catholic pastors and missionaries have been fruitful, 
in a manner often miraculous, the answer will be found in the 
fact that while striving for the well-being of others, they en- 
deavored, to the utmost, to carry out the command and design 
of Him who is Lord of the universe and Redeemer of souls. 

And the act itself of leaving all things to follow Jesus, can 
it be accounted anything? Simon and Andrew, James and John 
considered that they had special claims upon the love of their 
Master because they abandoned their occupations and homes, 
their families and property to remain in His company and to 
imitate His life. The spirit that prompted so generous an act 
survives to our own time. It survives in friends we know among 
our acquaintances—friends who have left the world to devote 
themselves to a higher purpose. If we but think a little, we will 
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be convinced that they make a sacrifice by no means insignificant. 
They show how much they value the intimate friendship of 
Christ when they listen no more to the calls of their kindred, 
when they close their eyes to earthly prospects, to visions and 
dreams of wealth and happiness. They choose for themselves 
the narrow road, the pathway of self-denial and privation. 

3. The individual application of the miracle and its lesson 
touches upon the lives and conduct of every Christian. It may 
be said to regard every thought, desire and action influenced by 
the human will. Let any person, entering into his secret cham- 
ber, exercise before God’s face the works of his hands, the 
thoughts and desires of his bosom, he will recognize that all of 
them are tainted by unseemly motives if not actually corrupt and 
wicked. 

“Depart from me for I am a sinful man, O Lord,” is the im- 
pulsive exclamation of Simon at the intimate conviction of his 
own unworthiness. On Lake Genesareth, his struggle with wind 
and waves amid the darkness was trying in the extreme. But 
the merit of that struggle was made void by self-interest. Peter 
labored all night and captured nothing because he followed indi- 
vidual caprice and inclinations. His thoughts were vain. His 
heart was exalted, perhaps, in expectation of an important addi- 
tion to his wealth. Perhaps like the rich man (Luke, xii, 19) 
whose lands brought forth plenty of fruits, Simon was saying 
within himself, ““My ‘soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; eat, drink and be merry.” It was undoubtedly idle 
and worldly considerations in the midst of his labors that brought 
confusion upon Peter when his Master wrought in his behalf the 
miracle of the fishes. 

Our Lord Jesus during our mortal lives is not likely to per- 
form a visible miracle to reveal to us His presence and His 
divine power. But of one thing be assured, we shall become 
conscious of His majesty and infinite holiness at the hour of 
quitting this earth. Instantly we shall be overwhelmed by the 
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impulse that prompted Peter when he said, “Depart from me 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” What if you are ushered into 
that Divine Presence bereft of good works? What if your hands 
are weighted down by works of iniquity? Then truly your heart 
will fail you. Your lips will be dumb in your confusion. You 
shall be conscious only of the sentence of judgment bidding you 
to depart into the outer darkness where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. Your life was a life of wickedness and 
sin. Now you find that the wages of sin is death. 

If we care not to receive the wages of sin, let us strive for that 
peace of mind that is according to the will of God. And even 
if our strivings be imperfect, Jesus will come to help us on the 
shore of eternity. He will assist us and make our works fruitful 
like He did the labors of Peter and his companions. And at the 
hour of dying, with His help and His grace we shall receive as 
our reward eternal life. 





ae 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


CHARITY AND RECONCILIATION 


BY THE REV. P. J. LANDER, S.J. 
“Go, first, to be reconciled to thy brother, and then coming thou shalt offer 
thy gift.”—St. Matt., v, 24. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. A story, with a lesson. 
2. Mutual charity unceasingly urged. 
3. Holy Mass, in its several parts, enforces it: 
(a) The “Our Father.” 
(b) The kiss of peace. 
(c) Kissing of the Pax. 
4. The condition of our pardon from sins. 
A story reaches us from one of the battlefields of France. In 
the clash of hostile lines two men, confronting one another, met 
in deadly encounter, and both fell, mortally wounded, each by 


the hand of the other. As they lay side by side awaiting death, 
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a bond of union was revealed to them in the silent preparation 
that each was making: a glance of reconciliation passed between 
them, they reached out to one another and shook hands; and so 
composed themselves to die. The law of God was faithful to 
them in the isolation of their last moments on the distracted 
field. What came to them in their need was no other than the 
deepest secret of Revealed Religion, the last word of its exer- 
cise as between man and man. Each had a gift to lay upon the 
altar of sacrifice—a soldier’s life surrendered at the call of 
duty: while yet the gift lay unconsumed, each turned to be re- 
conciled to his brother. There is nothing higher that they could 
have done, nor was there anything left undone; for “he that 
loveth his brother hath fulfilled the law.” 

But battles are not fought every day, nor are our last moments 
the only time that the law of charity comes into force. The in- 
stance which our Lord named in the day’s Gospel is not a case 
of death, nor any out of the way case. “If thou offer thy gift 
at the altar.” This might be found to happen on any Sunday 
morning, in any parish church, when the faithful assemble for 
Holy Mass. For then it is that we lay our gift upon the Altar: 
Priest and people alike offer to God’s honor and glory the Ador- 
able Victim in the Sacrifice of the New Law; it is then only 
that we supremely worship Him. Now if at such a time we 
should remember that our brother has anything against us—as 
our Lord puts it—our case differs in nothing from that of the 
two men on the battlefield. The clear injunction of our Lord is 
that—if our worship is to be acceptable to him—we are required 
to do, in heart at least, and in charity unfeigned, precisely what 
those two men did, go and be reconciled. 

If we consider all the indications of God’s mind on this point, 
we shall find that in His service there is little or no time léft for 
an irreconcilable spirit, whether we die, or whether we live. The 
gentle pressure of His law of peace and charity is always upon 
us. Three things are certain: (1) It is the condition of a happy 
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death, (2) it is the condition of our acceptable worship as often 
as we come to adore in sacrifice, and (3) week by week we are 
bound under grave sin to render Him this worship. It follows 
then that the golden thread of charity is to run through all our 
weeks and years, unifying all our time within the bond of His 
Divine ordinance that “he who loves God should love also his 
neighbor.” This is the religion of God; it cannot be counter- 
feited or corrupted. In our books we detail many proofs of the 
Divine character of our Faith: this is the greatest of all. No one 
but God could make such a religion; for God is Charity ; He alone 
could make a thing so completely like to Himself. He has given 
His Divine friendship, to descend upon all His creatures, and 
He will have them all ascend to meet Him in the same; but 
not unless they, amongst themselves, are first united in that 
same. Then we rise together, to receive, as the crowning per- 
fection of our patient, meritorious charity, the consummation of 
His own uncreated love. Blessed be God for evermore. 

The words of our Lord about the conditions of acceptable 
worship are strikingly enforced by the parts of the Sacred Ritual 
of the Mass. After the elevation a period of silence follows. 
The Mass is the Cross perpetuated: on the Cross our Lord was 
long silent. He was making Adoration, Contrition and Supplica- 
tion for us and for all our needs. He continues the same upon 
‘the Altar. 

After a little the silence is broken by the recitation aloud of 
Our Father. Our Lord made that prayer for us, and as our 
great Intercessor, He is silently praying it for us. But His silent 
prayer on the Altar is now spoken aloud, made audible for us, 
that we may hear and may unite with Him. It is a moment of 
touching solemnity which ought deeply to move us: for the voice 
which’ we shall need to forgive; nor shall we make another to 
world, and prayed for the transgressors. Every petition of that 
prayer is supremely grave and important, but the appeal for 
mutual charity is the most moving of all. 
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Thy Kingdom Come 


The Prince of Peace descends upon our Altar from the 
Heaven of His eternal Kingdom and rule. What could He 
bring, what could he purpose to bestow, but the charity which 
there reigns? We may in fancy strive to picture to ourselves 
what the charity of Heaven is like. We are told that it hath not 
entered into the heart of man to conceive it. But St. Augustine 
has some words about it which will surely win our approval. 
“There,” he says, “‘we shall never suffer from another anything 
which we shall need to forgive; nor shall we make another to 
suffer anything for which we shall need to ask forgiveness.” 
What a world we should have of it here if only some tolerable 
approach could be made to the peace of such a state. But, of 
course, it is out of the question that such a heavenly condition 
should be realized on earth. Taking us as we are, we shall, for 
certain, in greater or less degree, both give cause of offence and 
ourselves receive the like. Is then the cause of charity hope- 
lessly lost? God reaches from end to end mightily and disposes 
all things sweetly. He deals with the facts of our condition as 
we present them to Him, and He remedies them. He discoun- 
tenances, of course, condemns and forbids the great disturber 
of all peace—which is our inconsiderate anger, and the anti- 
pathies, and estrangements which arise therefrom; but His 
remedy—the only effectual remedy known to Him or to us—is 
the spirit of mutual forgiveness and reconciliation. This He en- 
joins on us, this He prays for us. A remedy is devised in keep- 
ing with the wisdom of Heaven, not according to such narrow 
prudence as we know on earth. “Not as the world giveth,” 
He said, speaking of His gift of peace. It is possible for men 
to compose their differences to outward appearance, to meet in 
apparent harmony, but yet in heart to be as far apart as the 
poles and as cold as their ice. This is not God’s way. He in- 
sists upon entering in, as a third party, into all our forgivenesses 
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and reconciliations; reckoning to be a gainer, in His love of 
souls, by intervening between us; to be, Himself, the true con- 
straining motive, and the divinely cementing force for the mend- 
ing of the rent in charity; putting the crown of His own im- 
movable love upon our reconciliations, gathering us all to Him- 
self in that peace which the world cannot give. It belongs to 
our honesty to admit that we need Him as a peace-maker; it be- 
longs to our Christian humility and to our dutiful confession of 
His unfailing wisdom and goodness, to accept loyally the terms 
of His peace. 

The Ritual of the Mass proceeds to give striking expression 
to this purpose of our Lord to be the binding link in our peace. 
At the “Agnus Dei” we hear the petition, “Grant us peace’— 
“Dona nobis pacem.” Then we witness the interchange of the 
kiss of peace between the sacred ministers. This is a profession 
of the constraining force of our Lord’s injunction that as often 
as we come to the great Act of Worship we should come with 
peace and reconciliation in our hearts. In the early days of 
Faith the worshippers followed the example shown them at the 
altar. Divided as they were, men and women on different sides, 
within each group mutual salutations were exchanged. Later 
on, when customs changed, it was a happy inspiration of the 
early fathers of the Seraphic Order of St. Francis to introduce 
the kissing of the Pax at this part of the Mass, in place of the 





older practice. A silver Cross—stamped most commonly with 
the Crucifixion—was taken to the celebrant to be kissed by him 
and then passed round. In sacrificing the celebrant is one with 
Christ, his kiss put upon that Cross was Christ’s kiss of peace, 
and so enriched, the Pax was handed by the deacon to the nearest 
worshipers to be kissed and passed on. What a touching ap- 
peal to each that Pax made, held for a moment in the hand, in 
silent thought. Christ’s kiss was there for all, how could it be 
fittingly responded to by another kiss unless it was by one that 


no less was sent to all? What a rich harvest of forgiving 




















a 


he Sadeuncel coke 


PD aa 





SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 735 
ee | 
thoughts and generous reconciliations that Pax bore back to the 
altar when it was returned. Hearts were softened, many an 
unkind word was taken back, many an offense overlooked, many 
an ungenerous resolve renounced. It was a wave of the charity 
of Heaven passing down the Church; like a breath blown from 
off the fields of our native land that meets us out at sea as we 
approach the shore. 

Times and customs may change, but the purposes of God 
never alter. The graces and the teaching of our great sacrifice 
remain forever the same. No jot or tittle of that Divine Ritual 
ought to be lost upon us. Intelligent attention to what we be- 
hold, Sunday after Sunday, and a docile heart to be moved to 
the loving purposes of our Divine Redeemer will unfailingly 
contain us, all our life long, within the gentle constraint of His 
peace and charity. 


Forgive Us—As We Forgive 


If we have the faith sound and true, these words must pro- 
foundly humble us. The speaker is God, He holds the scales of 
eternal judgment in His hands. We are faced with the bare 
conditions of our last hope. With full knowledge of how the 
dread issue must turn He puts into our mouth a prayer which 
might, perhaps, become a prayer for our own condemnation. All 
turns upon our readiness to forget and forgive. 

Why should it be so? What is there in this forgetting and 
forgiving charity which should give it the casting vote? “God 
is charity”—that is the reason why. He is forever forgetting 
and forgiving: no one shall see God who is not so far like to 
Him. This supreme consideration sweeps all our objections 
aside: we are confronted with the infinitely right, which is that 
God’s Divine Nature must essentially prevail, whether for our 
gain or for our loss. 

May God grant that He shall be able to find that all our sins 
have been sins of weakness, and not the sin of standing out reso- 
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lutely against the triumph of that which God essentially is—for- 
givingness, charity and peace. 





SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE MULTITUDE FED IN THE WILDERNESS 
BY THE REV. J. A. MCHUGH, O.P. 


“He hath filled the hungry with good things.”—Luke, iii, 53. 
SYNOPSIS.—1. The second mutliiplication of the loaves. 2. This miracle 
illustrates Christ’s love for souls and is a type of the Blessed Eucharist. 
3. It is also an image of the ministry of the Church, whose doctrines, 
practises and worship satisfy the souls’ hunger for truth, goodness and 
beauty. 4. Conclusion. 


The Gospels tell us of two occasions on which our Lord multi- 
plied food in a miraculous manner. The first miracle occurred 
in the spring time when more than five thousand Jews were fed 
from five loaves and two fishes; the second multiplication hap- 
pened in the summer when our Saviour fed a multitude of more 
than four thousand from seven loaves and a few little fishes. The 
history of the first miracle is read in the Gospel for the fourth 
Sunday of Lent. It is concerning the second miracle that we 
read in to-day’s Gospel. On the eastern side of the Lake of 
Galilee was a region whose population was in great part pagan. 
In that territory Jesus spent a portion of the last summer of His 
ministry. When departing from there He came to a plain not 
far from the Lake of Galilee, where the burning heat of the sun 
was tempered by the breezes from the lake. A throng from the 
neighboring towns had followed Him or came out to meet Him, 
in all about four thousand men besides women and children. 
They brought all manners of sick with them and these were 
cured by Jesus. For three days the people followed Him about; 
but on the third day the small supply of provisions they had 
carried with them began to fail, and reluctantly they prepared 




















SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 737 


to take their departure. The Saviour was moved with compas- 
sion. Many of the people had come from afar. If He permitted 
them to return fasting under the torrid heat, they would faint 
by the way. He took the loaves and fishes that the Apostles had 
with them, blessed them and distributed them to the multitude. 
The miracle of some months earlier was repeated. He whose 
Divine power so multiplies the small grains of wheat as to give 
bread to the whole earth, multiplied the few loaves and fishes so 
that all the great gathering was satisfied. He then dismissed 
them to their homes. 

In this incident we see an illustration of our Saviour’s com- 
passion. When He sat weary by the well of Samaria, when He 
was consumed by an agonizing thirst upon the Cross, He did not 
seek relief in His Divine power. But when the wine failed at 
Cana, when the multitudes were famished in the wilderness, 
miracles were wrought to relieve the distress of others. The 
same disinterested unselfish love, the same infinite compassion 
distinguishes all the relations of Christ with souls. 

The multiplication of the loaves by which our Saviour re- 
lieved the bodily distress of the famished multitudes typifies that 
wonderful invention of Divine love, the Eucharist, in which His 
Body and Blood are given us as nourishment. It was after the 
first multiplication of the loaves that our Lord pronounced at 
Capharnaum that discourse in which the Blessed Sacrament was 
promised. The miraculous bread in the desert was intended, like 
the manna of old, to be a preparation and figure of the Bread of 
Life that is given in Holy Communion. 

The Fathers of the Church see also in the miracle of to-day’s 
Gospel an image of that spiritual nourishment which the Cath- 
olic religion provides for all the nobler aspirations of the soul. 
When Christ came the knowledge of God and Divine things 
which can be obtained through human reason or which had been 
revealed from on high had been lost sight of and neglected. 
Only among the Jews was the true God known and worshipped; 
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and even they had so adulterated the teaching of the inspired 
writers with the errors of the Pharisees and Saducees that a 
Divine Teacher was needed to separate the wheat from the chaff. 
Humanity, like the four thousand in the desert, cried for help. 
Its own resources had failed, and unless God came to its assis- 
tance it could not leave the dreary waste and reach the home 
prepared for it. God took compassion on the world and sent 
His Son with the perfect law of the New Testament, whose 
doctrines, though they are few and not intricate, will never fail, 
and will satisfy the spiritual hunger of all generations until the 
end of time. 

Through His Church Christ constantly repeats, but in a more 
beneficial manner, the feeding of the four thousand. Our earthly 
life on account of its evils and adversities is like the burning 
desert. But the Saviour has compassion for us as He had for 
the multitude. By means of the Church He ministers to us the 
comforting and sustaining doctrines of the Gospel. We have 
been created far superior to all the rest of the visible creation. 
This is seen from the fact that man finds everything on earth 
to be but vanity. All long for happiness which will be undis- 
turbed by sorrow and which will last forever. But experience 
shows that the joys of earth never give perfect contentment, that 
sooner or later they come to an end. The cravings of the soul, 
its spiritual hunger, can be satisfied only by religion. Without 
the sustaining and comforting assistance of religion we should 
fall fainting by the wayside. 

The Church responds to the highest aspirations of our nature 
first through her doctrines, which supply the answer to the most 
weighty and important of all questions for us, that namely which 
concerns our destiny and the purpose of our existence. The 
answer given in the little Catechism: “God made me to know 
Him, love Him and serve Him in this world, and to be happy 
with Him forever in the next’ contains more wisdom than all 
the lore of philosophers and scientists. The wonderful works 
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of nature, the sublime order and harmony of the Universe can, 
indeed, assure us that there exists a wise and supreme Being 
who has produced all things. Reason likewise can tell us that 
God is just and that He will reward us according to our deserts. 
But God Himself must speak to us if we are to know what is 
the lot He has prepared for us. Through His Son He has spoken 
to us and has disclosed the nature of the life beyond the grave. 
The revelations concerning Heaven, Purgatory, Hell, the Judg- 
ment, the Resurrection have given us clear notions as to our last 
end. In the Resurrection of our Lord and His Ascension into 
Heaven we have received an example of the fulfillment of the 
words of God. “Christ is the first-fruits of them that sleep” 
(1 Cor., xv, 20, 23). 

What a great boon to us was the manifestation and inspiration 
of these important truths! Truly does our Saviour say of Him- 
self: “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John, xiv, 6). 

Secondly the Church ministers to the needs of our souls by 
her laws, practice and discipline, which point out the path that 
conducts to a happy eternity. Just as our intellect naturally 
longs for truth, so does our will naturally impel us to seek after 
good. The Church supplies this need by its moral precepts and 
exhortations by showing in what manner the guilt of sin is to be 
washed away, how the danger of temptation is to be overcome, 
by what means the soul increases in sanctity. In addition to 
His own individual good, man naturally desires the general wel- 
fare. Religion answers this need, for its shows how society, 
whether it be the family, or the State, has its own rights and 
also its own obligations. The ideal condition of things will 
never be realized in this world, but in the midst of all the ills 
and miseries of life there is the inspiring word of faith: “We 
have not here a lasting habitation” (Hebr., xiii, 14). Misfor- 
tunes often fall to the lot of the innocent and virtuous, whilst:, ; 
evil prospers and triumphs. But Christ promises that all things 7 
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will be set right in the end: “Blessed are ye that hunger and 
thirst after justice, for ye shall have your fill” (Matt., v, 6). 

A third among the noble aspirations of the soul is that love 
of the beautiful which finds its expression in music, architec- 
ture, painting. This need of the soul is also met by the Church 
which supplies us with the highest type of beauty, that of good- 
ness and truth. The grandeur and sublimity of Catholic faith 
has been the highest inspiration of art. Christ left to His Church 
as a memorial of Himself the Eucharistic presence. To do honor 
to that Divine treasure the Church raises magnificent temples, 
adorns them with wondrous works of sculpture, performs the 
most splendid ceremonies of religious worship. . How elevating 
a service is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in which every action 
is full of profound and solemn meaning! Even non-Catholics 
admit that the majestic ritual of the Church tends to exalt the 
spirit of devotion and to inspire the soul with piety and fervor. 

Thus we see how our religion appeals to all that is high and 
noble, how it answers all the spiritual wants of man. God has 
created us a little lower than the angels, endowed us with the 
power of appreciating that which is supremely true, good and 
beautiful. Christ has given us the Church to supply all these 
wants, to feed us with knowledge and doctrine (Jer., iii, 15). 
In the desert of this life He feeds those that come to Him, as 
long ago He fed the four thousand near the shores of the Lake 
of Galilee. 

Like that multitude we should glorify God. The merciful 
compassion He showed to them by ministering the food of the 
body, He shows to us by ministering the food of the soul. Like 
the miraculous bread in the desert, the inheritance of truth given 
to the Church will never fail, but all the centuries of time will 
receive from it. With David we can say: “The Lord is my 
shepherd and I shall want for nothing. He hath brought me 
up on the water of refreshment: He hath converted my soul” 
(Ps., xxii, 1, 3). May He lead us to that ineffable banquet 
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which is the knowledge face to face of infinite truth, and good- 
ness, and beauty! 





SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


REALITY IN RELIGION 


BY DOM ANSELM PARKER, 0.5S.B. 


“Not everyone that saith to me, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that doeth the will of MY FATHER, who is in Heaven, he 
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”—Matt., vii, 21. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. Key-note to the Sermon on the Mount ts reality of heart 
in contrast with the superficiality of an external observance. Application 
to the present day. 

2. Our privileges bring responsibility of “bearing fruit’ (1) before 
others, (2) before God who regards the heart. 


3. Two rewards of being real in religion: (1) Stability of character; 
(2) Friendship of God. 


1. Our Lord in the sermon on the Mount, from which these 
words are taken, depicts the true Christian character. In every 
branch of conduct He puts before us the ideal, summarizing all 
in this: “Be ye perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” 
And yet this ideal is not put before an audience of chosen souls, 
but before the multitude, before us all; it is not beyond the at- 
tainment of anyone. He shows Himself the true Physician, 
who understands both human nature and the forces working 
against its best interests. He does not deal with the visible symp- 
toms of disease, but goes right down to that which will give new 


and genuine health. He expects those who would be His fol- _ 


lowers to be content with nothing less than a new heart. 

St. John the Baptist had said of Him that He would lay the 
axe to the root of the tree, cutting down from the source all evil 
and establishing good in the very foundation. Here our Lord 
gives the means by which all may gain, both here and hereafter, 
a happiness that is secure. He said in brief: Be real with your- 
self, with your neighbor, with God. He taught reality in reli- 
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gion. He came, He said, not to destroy the law which God had 
given to Moses, but to fulfil it. Accordingly he inveighed vehe- 
mently against those false teachers who had hidden the law of 
God, which inculcated worship from the heart, by their glosses, 
their interpostations, their human traditions, which consisted in 
external observances. For religion had been made, by those who 
sat in the chair of Moses, a religion which was shallow and for 
show: it was unreal. The hypocrisy which did things for the 
observation of men had rendered men so blind as to think that 
God was satisfied with mere outward practices of devotion, 
whilst true virtue was neglected. This which was superfluous 
our Lord would replace by what was deep and real. Let your 
prayers, He said, be sincere; let your almsgiving be not for 
applause, but in secret; love all from your heart, honor your 
parents not in word but in deed; and remember that sinfulness 
extends to thought and desire. Can we wonder that St. Matthew 
adds at the end: “And it came to pass that when Jesus had fully 
ended these words the people were in admiration at His doc- 
trine.” It was so great a contrast with the current teaching of 
Israel, and indeed of the world. Here was all the charm of 
simplicity, for reality is simple. Here was the genuine reality 
which is easy of attainment to all of good will—a reality at 
once attractive to the human heart, and pleasing to the Divine 
Creator. It portrayed religion, not as fulfilment of an irksome 
programme which performs things external, but a personal 
service of a Heavenly Father, manifested by virtue in every 
phase of daily life. 

There are few of us perhaps who deserve the name of hypo- 
crite; but there is need for us all to examine if in any degree 
we are unreal. Are we led to fulfil our religious practices by 
sentiment? Or do we drift on by routine? Or do we simply 
follow the good example of others, performing customs of piety 
without trying to appreciate their value? There are many types 
of Catholics. Some, perhaps not here to-day, profess the name 
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of Catholic, but seldom worship God. They take comfort in a 
birth-right, as the Jews did who claimed Abraham for their 
father. Such our Lord utterly condemns. There are others 
who, being in the midst of the Church’s privileges, do not indeed 
ignore them, but show a strange want of understanding that 
these are so many helps to unite the heart of man with God, so 
many means whereby the character should be purified and ele- 
vated. Many come to Mass, but they are there by presence only. 
Many even receive the Sacraments, but little fruit is gained 
because they lack dispositions that are real. Many may wear 
emblems of piety, or join confraternities: for this they can be 
commended only if their daily lives show that inwardly in their 
hearts they strive to conform to what they outwardly profess. 

2. As members of the household of the faith, God gives us 
many privileges. He has many ways of sowing the good seed, 
and He expects it to bear abundant fruit in our daily lives. In 
warning us against false prophets He gives a true criterion: 
He judges not by outward appearance, but by the reality of the 
heart; He judges a tree by its fruit. So must we judge. So 
too must we bear fruit before others. Reasonable men, and the 
unreasoning too, will judge Catholics by their fruit. How often 
it happens that men know nothing of the Catholic Church save 
through the small number of their acquaintances whom they 
know to be Catholics. How often do we not hear an uncon- 
scious testimony to the truth of the Catholic faith when men 
say: “He has done this dishonorable deed, and a Catholic too!” 
“She said this against her neighbor, and yet she is a Catholic!” 
Men expect our lives to be of a higher standard. They judge 
not by our exterior show of worship, but by our virtue or want 
of virtue manifested in domestic, social or business life. There- 
fore the way we manifest ourselves to the world is a matter of 
grave responsibility. St. Paul speaks strongly: “If any man 
have not care of his own, and especially of those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith and is worse than an infidel” 
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(1 Tim., v, 8). What a set-back the influence of Jesus had when 
He was betrayed by one of His own inner circle of friends! 
In the power of us, His followers, our Lord leaves the judgment 
of the world concerning our religion. And the same holds true 
within the Catholic body. Devout practices, watchings in prayer, 
frequent coming to the Holy Table should produce a charm of 
character, a staunchness that always acts on principle. What, 
then, if no fruit is borne in daily life? What if we return from 
the Holy of Holies quarrelsome, disobedient, unkind in thought 
and deed? Men will discredit piety; and confusing a counter- 
feit piety with true devotion they will rather prefer the trust- 
worthiness and natural virtue of the godless, than the sentimental 
veneer of goodness of those who though seemingly pious are 
not faithful to their duties in their daily conduct. 

3. But our Lord would put before us something more funda- 
mental and important than bearing fruit before others. What 
we have considered is true: we are responsible for our influence, 
good or bad. Yet this must not be our foremost consideration: 
In it there may ever lurk a danger. May God preserve us from 
ever acting merely with a view to impressing others! Such a 
motive may lead us to act that we may be seen by men, which is 
just that unreality against which He warns us. Above all things 
we must be real with ourselves, and real with God who sees in 
secret. He is-the searcher of the veins and the heart. Then ~ 
shall we bear fruit before Him, whether observed by men or 
not. Ours will not be the lip service which dishonors God and 
brought the condemnation of Isaias, confirmed by Jesus: “This 
people honoreth me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me.” We will remember our Lord’s saying: “Not everyone 
that saith to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that doeth the will of My Father, he shall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven.” In St. Luke’s account not only 
does our Lord proclaim the great truth that faith, or the invo- 
cation of His Holy Name, or the claim of His friendship is of 
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no avail without the carrying out of His will; but He directly 


addresses to His hearers a complaint: ‘Why call ye Me ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and do not the things that I say?” (Luke, vi, 46). By 
contrast He shows throughout His teaching wherein true reli- 
gion consists: “If you love Me keep My commandments.” That 
is the real test of our adherence to Him. 


Thus when the rich young man came asking: “Good Master, 
what good shall I do that I may have life everlasting,’ Jesus 
answered: “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments.” This St. Paul understood when he said: “Not the 
hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law 
shall be justified” (Rom., ii, 13). To carry out the will of the 
Heavenly Father is the purpose for which we are created, and 
this is our single purpose. And in all things our Lord shows 
Himself as our model, saying: “My food is to do the will of 
Him that sent Me” (Jno., iv, 34). “I seek not My own will, 
but the will of Him that sent Me” (Jno., v, 30). 


4. Two lasting rewards, as we may expect, follow from our 
constant determination to carry out the will of God. First, this 
single reality of purpose will lead us always to act on principle, 
always to do what is right: we shall be steadfast against mani- 
fold temptations. This is what St. John means when he said: 
“The world passeth away and the concupiscence thereof; but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth forever” (1 John, ii, 17). 
And our Lord, after the words of to-day’s Gospel, illustrates 
His meaning by a parable: “Therefore, whosoever heareth My 
words and doeth them shall be likened to a wise man who built 
his house upon a rock.” Whatever the violence of the storms, the 
house stands firm. “But everyone that heareth My words but 
doeth them not shall be like to a foolish man who built his house 
upon the sand.” When the stress of circumstances come, the 
whole structure falls: for it has not the stableness of reality. 
And our Lord adds: “Great was the fall thereof.” May He in 
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His mercy save us from the shallow religion which lacks a real 
foundation ! 

The second reward for being real with ourselves and with God 
is brought before us by a very forcible contrast. In that great 
day of judgment our Lord says: “Many will say to Me: Lord, 
Lord, we have prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name cast 
out devils, and done many wonderful works in Thy name. And 
then will I profess unto them: I never knew you. Depart from 
Me, you workers of iniquity.” Then there will be no approval, 
no recognition, no acknowledgement of their friendship: for in 
heart they were never united to God, they never fulfilled by their 
conduct His holy will. Rather, the good works themselves, even 
done in His name, will be the cause of a greater condemnation. 
Oh that He will grant us to see wherein consists real religion, 
religion that rests not in claiming to belong to His household, 
nor in protestations of His love, nor in framing good resolutions 
which are not followed up by effort: but a religion that sets most 
value on carrying out in every circumstance of life His holy 
will. How terrible the judgment: “I never knew you.” But 
what a beautiful contrast do we find on that occasion when His 
mother and His brethren came seeking Him. Then Jesus, we 
are told (Matt., xii, 50; Mark, iii, 35), stretching forth His 
hand towards His disciples said: “Behold My mother and My 
brethren. For whosoever shall do the will of My Father who is 
in Heaven, he is My brother, and sister, and mother.” Oh happy 
they that do the will of God if by this Jesus will recognize them 
as His friends. Herein we may learn consists the real reward 
for conduct that carries out His holy will, that we become the 
friends of God. Here is the single, simple means offered to the 
disciples and to us of attaining, both here and hereafter, secure 
happiness. 

Therefore, my brethren, let us who from infancy enjoy the 
many privileges of the Church strive to appreciate their value 
as a means by which our character may be ennobled and our 
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daily life enriched: that before others we may indeed be found 
to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Let us 
not make light of holy things, but by serious preparation and 
thanksgiving show our real dispositions, showing to Him not 
that we consent only, but cooperate with His grace, not that we 
approve only but do, not that we are led by temperament but by 
conviction of mind, and true devotion and sincerity of heart. 
Then we shall find the corrupt inclinations of our fallen nature 
being gradually purified, our will strengthened, our soul adorned 
with virtues, both natural and supernatural. Then we shall, per- 
haps quite unconsciously, be doing God’s work before men and 
be rewarded with His friendship, for we shall be fulfilling by the 
reality of our daily life that petition which He Himself taught 
us to make frequently: Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. 


SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF THE 
YEAR 


BY THE REV. THOMAS P. PHELAN 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE PRIMACY OF PETER 


“And Jesus said to Simon: Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt be taking 
Men.”—Luke, v, 10. 


The Church of Christ has been designated by many titles in 
the inspired writings. She is a kingdom. “Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God” (Matt., 
i, 14). Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened to a king 
who would take an account of his servants (Matt., xviii, 23). 
She is a city. “But you are come to Mt. Sion and to the city of 
the living God” (Heb., xii, 22). She is a house. “And (Christ 
is) a high priest over the house of God” (1 Tim., iii, 15). She 
is a temple. “Know you not that you are the temple of God 
and the spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor., iii, 16). The 
head of the Church, the ruler of the kingdom, the governor of 
the city, the priest of the temple, is Christ. The Apostles are 
only His messengers and servants. “Built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets; Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief corner stone” (Eph., ii, 20). 

These figures portray the Church as an organized association, 
a visible body, the light of the world, a city placed on a moun- 
tain. Unity, solidarity, amplitude and universality are indicated 
by these terms. Christ is the head of this body, as the husband 
is the head of the family; the Holy Ghost is the spirit or soul 
giving it life and holiness. The members of this mystical body 
were the Apostles, prophets and doctors selected by the Lord as 
the nucleus of His Church, and their successors, both lay and 


clerical, who are laboring in His vineyard. Christ was the vis- 
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ible head of this little community during the years of His mis- 
sionary career and when He ascended into Heaven He became 
its invisible head. ‘Abide in me and in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abide in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches: he that abideth in me and I in him, the same beareth 
much fruit; for without me you can do nothing” (John, xv, 4-5). 

When Christ entered into eternal glory He selected a visible 
head to guide and rule His visible Church on earth. On one 
occasion He inquired from His Apostles: ‘““Whom do men say 
that the Son of Man is?” (Matt., xvi, 13). For more than a 
year He had taught His heavenly doctrines and performed His 
astonishing miracles, proving His divinity. Yet many of His 
hearers regarded Him only as an extraordinary man, a precursor 
of the Messiah. He was John the Baptist, risen from the dead 
to humble Herod and restore the ancient glories of Israel. He 
was Elias, the mighty prophet, returned to earth to exalt his 
nation. He was Jeremias, sorrowful and melancholy, weeping 
over the afflictions of his people. “But whom do you say that I 
am?” (Matt., xvi, 15). Peter, ardent, enthusiastic, impres- 
sionable, cried out: “Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(Matt., xvi, 16). The primacy of honor and jurisdiction, the 
prerogative to teach and govern the Church, were the reward of 
His inspired words. “Blessed art thou, Simon, Bar-Jona; be- 
cause flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father 
who is in Heaven” (Matt., xvi, 17). It was not from the tes- 
timony of men, nor from worldly science or philosophy that he 
received his knowledge, but from God alone, the future strength 
and light of Peter and his successors, in the primacy. “And I say 
to thee: That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt., 
xvi, 18). Built on the rock of Peter and his successors the Church 
of Christ shall stand eternally. Yet he was more than the foun- 
dation, he was to be the master of the house, the ruler of the 
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kingdom, the shepherd of the flock. “And I will give to thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt 
bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven; and whatso- 
ever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven” 
(Matt., xvi, 19). 

When the risen Lord and His Apostles were seated on the 
shores of the lake, enjoying the repast He had prepared, He con- 
firmed the appointment of Peter to the primacy. Sad and humili- 
ated by his fall from grace, Simon was no longer boastful nor 
impetuous, but silent and subdued. “Simon,” said the Master, 
gently, “son of John, lovest thou me more than these?” With 
profound humility he replied: “Yea, Lord, thou knoweth that 
I love Thee.” His proud boast of other days: “Although all 
shall be scandalized in Thee, I will never be scandalized” (Matt., 
xxvi, 33), was forgotten. “Feed my lambs,” said the kind 
Saviour. Again the same question was asked: “Simon, son of 


John, lovest thou me?” and again he answered submissively : 
“Yea, Lord, thou knoweth that I love thee.’’ “‘Feed my lambs.” 
A third time the Master propounded the query: “Simon, son of 
John, lovest thou me?” and Peter sadly responded: “Lord thou 
knoweth all things: thou knoweth that I love thee.” And the 
Saviour rejoined: “Feed my sheep” (John xxi, 15-17). Peter 


was commissioned the chief pastor, the master of the house, the 
head of the kingdom. He must guard the sheep-fold aright and 
sacrifice his life for his flock. ‘‘Amén, amen, I say to thee, when 
thou wast younger, thou didst gird thyself and did walk where 
thou wouldst. When thou shalt be old thou shalt stretch forth 
thy hands, and another shalt gird thee, and lead thee, whither 
thou wouldst not” (John, xxi, 18). By his threefold act of love 
he atoned for his triple denial, by the effusion of his blood he 
sealed the profession of his faith. 

Christ was to abide with His Church and to strengthen her 
chief pastor during all ages. “Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
desired to have you that he may sift you as wheat; but I have 
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prayed for thee that thy faith fail thee not; and thou being once 
converted, confirm thy brethren” (Luke, xxiii, 31-32). Peter 
was imprisoned, persecuted, crucified. His successors were 
driven from their patrimony and deprived of their vested rights. 
Ambitious rulers usurped the prerogatives of the papacy, and in- 
terfered in the choice of pontiffs. Bishops and priests abjured 
all authority, rejected their vows, deserted the bark of Peter 
and proclaimed strange and unholy doctrines. Yet the successor 
of the Prince of the Apostles still reigns, still guards the destiny 
of the Church, still feeds the lambs and sheep of the flock. For 
the Invisible Head of the Church, Christ Jesus, is with His 
Spouse all days strengthening her chief pastor, enabling him to 
teach infallibly in His name. “But I have prayed for thee that 
thy faith fail thee not: and thou being once converted, confirm 
thy brethren” (Luke, xxii, 31-32). 





FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE TEMPTATIONS OF LIFE 


oo who is he that can hurt you, if you be zealous of good?’—1 Peter, 
iii, 13. 

All mankind is subject to temptation. It is a universal evil. 
Old and young, rich and poor, saint and sinner are exposed to 
its fiery darts. “The life of man upon earth is a warfare, and 
his days are like the days of a hireling” (Job, vii, 1). Unholy 
thoughts and desires corrupt man’s weak mind and urge him to 
violate the eternal laws of God and to sacrifice the virtues he has 
labored to nurture in his soul. Frequently he has zealously 
striven to overcome these dangers, and with God’s help has suc- 
ceeded. Never again will he yield to the blandishments of sin. 
He becomes careless and confident. ‘Be sober and watch; be- 
cause your adversary the devil as a roaring lion goeth about 
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seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter, v, 8). He heeds not 
the warnings of religion. Suddenly, like lightning from a clear 
sky, comes the sting of the flesh, the assault of Satan, and in an 
instant the edifice of piety he has reared is dismantled, and only 
the foundations remain. Grief and despair fill his heart and the 
grace of God alone can save him from eternal damnation. “For 
in that wherein he himself hath suffered, and been tempted, he 
is able to succor them also that are tempted” (Heb., ii, 18). 

Temptation in itself is not sinful. Were Satan to conjure up 
the most loathsome pictures in man’s imagination, were he to 
empty vials of the most salacious thoughts into his mind, there 
would be no sin, unless the victim yield to these insinuations. 
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he hath 
been proved he shall receive the crown of life, which God hath 
promised to those that love him” (James, i, 12). When he 
heeds the whisperings of the enemy, when he delights in his 
suggestions, when he consents to his pleadings, he falls into sin 
as truly as if he had committed the unholy deed, for only the 
opportunity is lacking. In an instant he falls from grace into 
sin and exchanges the sweet yoke of Christ for the galling fetters 
of Satan. Were he summoned away at that moment to give an 
account of his stewartship, eternal punishment would be his por- 
tion. “He that commiteth sin is of the devil: for the devil 
sinneth from the beginning” (1 John, iii, 8). 

That a soul is harassed by temptation does not mean that God 
has abandoned it. He often permits the devil to try the virtues 
of His followers by spiritual trials and sorrows that they may 
emerge from the conflict with increased merit. He chastens 
haughty spirits and brings them to a realization of their own 
weakness and their entire dependence on Him. He allows it in 
order that His faithful children may prove their allegiance to 
Him and bring Him greater glory and renown. The wife of 
Putiphar tempted the comely Joseph. He resisted her advances 
and God rewarded him with spiritual and temporal favors. The 
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holy Job lost family and possessions, was deserted by his dearest . 
friends, was tried by the most fiendish torments that Satan could 
devise. Yet he remained faithful. His patrimony was restored 
to him, another family surrounded his hearth, and his associates 
once more loved and honored him. St. Paul was afflicted by a 
grievous sting of the flesh, a humiliating misfortune. Yet he 
persevered in his ministry and rejoiced that God had given him 
this trial lest he might become vainglorious over his achieve- 
ments. St. Anthony left home and kindred to dwell in desert 
wastes. Concupisence threatened him at every turn. Yet he 
overcame every desire and his name is written high on the roll 
of Heaven. ‘The saints were troubled by the assaults of the 
world, the flesh and the devil. Weak Christians, unwilling pri- 
vates in the Lord’s army cannot hope to escape their fate. “For 
I see another law in my members fighting against the law of my 
mind and captivating me in the law of sin, that is in my members. 
Unhappy man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death? The grace of God, by Jesus Christ, our Lord” 
(Rom., vii, 21, 25). 

At the outset of His public ministry Christ was tempted by 
the evil one. Sensuality, presumption and pride were the 
weapons employed. He was the Son of God and could commit 
no sin. He put the crafty tempter to flight by His Divine pow- 
ers. His victory was complete. ‘The devil left Him, and behold 
angels came and ministered to Him” (Matt., iv, 2). By His 
example He warned man that temptation will visit him even at 
his devotions and in holy places. He wished to humble human 
pride by showing the lowliness and weakness of its nature. He 
desired to inspire him by His glorious victory to fight valiantly 
against evil inclinations. He thought to impress on him that 
God the Father would reward him in eternity for the sacrifices 
of time. “For I reckon that the sufferings of this time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory to come that shall be re- 
vealed in us” (Rom., viii, 18). 
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Eternal vigilance must be the watchword of every Christian. 
“Watch ye and pray that you enter not into temptation. The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt., xiv, 38). 
The frailty of nature, the allurements of the world, the cunning 
of Satan deceive him and lead him into forbidden pleasures. Evil 
companions, bad literature, unholy places corrupt and enfeeble 
his mind and drive love of God from his heart. When the su- 
preme test comes, he falls from grace and forfeits his eternal 
salvation. He must avoid persons, places, things that might lead 
him from piety and purity if he hope to remain faithful to the 
Master and to obtain everlasting happiness. The broad and 
easy way, the straight and narrow path are before him. He can 
make his choice. The one means hell, the other Heaven. 

As the Saviour calmed the winds and the waves at the prayer 
of the Apostles, so He will restore peace to every troubled soul 
that seeks His aid. “And God is faithful who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that which you are able; but will make 
also with temptation issue that you may be able to bear it” (1 
Cor., x, 13). The Sacraments, prayer, good works are the 
weapons forged by the Redeemer to protect His creatures from 
assault. Strengthened by the merits of Christ, he need fear no 
foe, for when God is with him his adversaries are powerless. 
“Fear not, for I am with thee; turn not aside, for I am thy God; 
I have strengthened thee and have helped thee and the right hand 
of my just one hath upheld thee” (Is., xli, 10). 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 


“I have compassion on the multitude, for behold, they have now been with 
me three days and have nothing to eat.”—Mark, viii, 2. 


All mankind from the beginning have offered sacrifice to the 
Lord, to confess its obligation to its bountiful Creator, Preserver 
and Benefactor, and to acknowledge His supreme dominion over 
all the universe. ‘Cain offered of the fruits of the earth gifts 
to the Lord. Abel also offered of the firstlings of his flock, and 
of their fat; and the Lord had respect to Abel and his offerings. 
But to Cain and his offerings he had no respect” (Gen., iv, 4-5). 
Melchisedech, King of Salem, priest of the Most High God, pre- 
sented an offering of bread and wine in thanksgiving for victory 
over his enemies (Gen., xiv, 18). Abraham led forth his son 
Isaac to immolate him to the Lord. God praised his obedience, 
stayed his hand and supplied another victim (Gen., xxii, 13). 
The covenant with God on Mt. Sinai was ratified by a holocaust. 
Moses, as the envoy of Jehovah, elaborated the sacrificial system 
which endured until the destruction of the city and the temple. 
Even among pagan nations sacrifice was offered to appease the 
deity. Although these rites were distorted by superstition and 
degraded by abomination, yet beneath the corruption and idol- 
atry the fundamental principle that the superior power which 
rules man’s destiny must be worshipped and propitiated may be 
clearly discerned. 

For generations the world had sighed for the coming of the 
promised Redeemer. “Drop down dew, ye heavens from above, 
and let the clouds rain the just; let the earth be opened and bud 
forth a Saviour” (Is., xlv, 8). The sin of Adam was unre- 
quited, the portals of the blessed closed, the human family exiled. 
The sacrifices of old were merely types or figures of the great 
oblation of the New Law. “Neither by the blood of goats or 
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of calves, but by His own blood, entered once into the Holies, 
having obtained eternal redemption” (Heb., ix, 12). Christ, 
the Son of God, became man, suffered and died to redeem His 
brethren. On Calvary’s fatal tree the sins of the world were 
expiated, Heaven reopened, man restored to his ancient heritage. 
The head of the serpent was crushed, the hopes of Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob realized, the prophecies of Daniel and Isaias 
and Jeremias fulfilled. Only the sacrifice of Christ could make 
sufficient atonement for infinite offense. Sin was a crime against 
the majesty and goodness of God. His only Son made an ade- 
quate and complete satisfaction for all past, present and future 
transgressions. “And therefore He is the mediator of the New 
Testament: that by means of His death, for the redemption of 
those transgressions which were under the former Testament, 
they that are called may receive the promise of eternal inheri- 
tance” (Heb., ix, 15). 

The great sacrifice of Calvary was enacted once, before a 
small assemblage in an obscure land. In order that its memory 
might be renewed in all times and in all places, the Master offered 
Himself once more as propitiation. The night before He died 
He called His followers to eat the pasch. At the close of that 
historical and religious ceremony He took the bread and wine 
into His venerable hands, offered them to His Eternal Father, 
changed them into His Body and Blood and gave them to His 
followers to eat and drink. The Mosaic offerings were abro- 
gated, a sacrifice without blemish instituted. The pachal lamb, 
symbol of the ancient rite, was replaced by the offering of Mel- 
chisedech. Christ, the bloody oblation of Calvary, the willing 
scapegoat, again offered Himself as a victim for achieving man’s 
redemption. His Apostles were to offer up this Holy Mystery, 
their successors were to change the bread and wine into His 
Adorable Body and Blood. ‘Do this for a commemoration of 
me” (Luke, xxii, 15). It was to be the centre of Christian 
worship and dogma, the inspiration of the followers of the new 
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religion. It was to be the fulfillment of the prophecy of old: 
“From the rising of the sun, even to the going down, my name 
is great among the gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice 
and there is offered to my name a clean oblation” (Mal., i, 11). 

In memory of the Lord and in obedience to His command, the 
apostles offered up the Holy Mass for the faithful children of 
the infant Church. ‘The chalice of benediction which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? And the bread 
which we break, is it not the partaking of the body of the Lord?” 
(1 Cor., x, 16). Persecuted by Roman authority, hated by Jew- 
ish kinsmen, despised by pagan neighbors as devotees of murder 
and uncleanness, they fled to underground retreats to find con- 
solation in the celebration of the Holy Mysteries. In prison, in 
the amphitheatre, in the mines, they were succored and sustained 
by the Heavenly Manna of the Altar. Like the Master, they 
prayed for their enemies and persecutors and offered the Holy 
Sacrifice for their conversion. Their prayers were efficacious 
for peace came to the Church, the Gospel spread to every land 
and the clean oblation became the source and the inspiration of 
the zeal of the missionary and the faith of the convert. Through 
the long centuries, despite heresy, persecution and sin, the Holy 
Mass was offered up in every age and every clime and will be a 
perpetual memorial of the Master until the end of time. “But 
in the days of those kingdoms, the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that shall never be destroyed, and his kingdom shall 
not be delivered up to another people, and it shall break in pieces 
and shall consume all these kingdoms and itself shall stand for- 
ever” (Dan., ii, 44). 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


LOYALTY TO GOD 


“For the wages of sin is death; but the grace of God everlasting life in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord.”—Rom., vi, 23. 


In the history of the republic there is one name that is detested 
and despised. His countrymen honored him with their confidence 
and entrusted him with power. After an honorable career of 
valor, he yielded to ambition and avarice and betrayed his coun- 
try for gold and promotion. Grief and remorse ate into the 
vitals of his soul and he died, abhorred by his native land and 
despised by his adopted country. In the hall of fame of a grate- 
ful nation, the names of its loyal and patriotic defenders are 
chiseled on imperishable granite. One shield is uninscribed. It 
represents the traitor who was recreant to his trust and treason- 
able to his native land. As long as history endures, his name 
and his crime will be perpetuated, as a warning to unpatriotic 
or disloyal citizens. 

In the inspired writings there is a name which has become a 
synonym for treachery and sacrilege. Chosen to be an Apostle 
of Christ, ordained to the holy priesthood, clothed with the. 
power of the episcopate, he yielded to the promptings of his de- 
praved nature and betrayed the Son of God for thirty pieces of 
silver. With the malediction of his victim still ringing in his 
ears, he fled from the cenacle and consumed by despair and re- 
morse, hanged himself with a halter. Until the last mortal shall 
have passed away, the name of Judas will be a term of infamy 
and opprobrium. ‘But woe to that man by whom the Son of 
Man shall be betrayed; it were better for him if that man had 
never been born” (Mark, xiv, 21). 

A Christian who rejects the grace of God and falls into sin is 
an ingrate and a traitor. The Creator made him out of nothing 
and breathed into him an immortal soul. He promised him 
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Heaven as his future home and sent His Only Son to suffer and 
to die for him. He founded the Church to safeguard him, He 
instituted the Sacraments to strengthen him. Man of himself 
could merit nothing, all these blessings were gratuitous gifts 
conferred by God out of the abundance of His love. In return 
for these favors the sinner insults and offends the heavenly 
Donor, and deserts to the army of Satan. Like the foolish, rich 
man, he cries out: “Soul thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years, take thy rest: Eat, drink, make good cheer” (Luke, 
xii, 19). Like the man with one talent he digs into the ground 
and buries the Lord’s money. Like the guests bid to the great 
supper, he is too engrossed in earthly business and pleasure to 
hear the divine voice. Yet a day of reckoning will come and the 
Lord will upbraid and rebuke him for his conduct. “Thou fool 
this night do they require thy soul of thee: and where shall these 
things be which thou hast provided?” (Luke, xii, 20). Fame, 
fortune, honor may be his portion in this world, yet on the last 
day, and throughout all eternity,—unless he hear the word of 
Christ and repent,—his name will be loathed and despised by the 
angels and saints of heaven. “For what things a man shall sow 
those also he shall reap. For he that soweth in his flesh, of the 
flesh also shall reap” (Gal., vi, 8). 

The faithful Christian remains loyal to God and His religion. 
He recognizes the goodness and majesty of the Creator, and his 
own insignificance and unworthiness. He believes the teachings 
of the Church, obeys the precepts of the law, and uses the means 
of grace provided by God. Earth is only a place of exile, Heaven 
is his true home. All his talents are employed in knowing, lov- 
ing and serving the Lord of all things. Suffering and temptation 
may assail him, yet he accepts them with Christian fortitude, con- 
soled by the thought that they are stepping stones on his journey 
to eternity. Like the wise virgins he fills and trims his lamps 
so that when the bridegroom comes, he may accompany him to 
the marriage. Like the laborers in the vineyard, he endures the 
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burdens and heats of the day laboring faithfully for the promised 
wage. Like the good and faithful servant, he uses his talents 
well, and gains other talents for the Lord. Momentarily he may 
disobey the commandments of God: “And coming to the first 
he said; Son, go to work to-day in my vineyard. And he answer- 
ing said, I will not. But afterwards being moved with repentance 
he went” (Matt., xxi, 28, 29). The tears of sorrow wash away 
the stains of sin and the kind father welcomes the return of the 
prodigal. When the years of probation are ended and he goes 
to the judgment seat of the Saviour, his name will be honored in 
the eternal mansions of the blessed. “But he that soweth in the 
spirit, of the spirit shall reap life everlasting” (I Gal., xii, 8). 
The Master permitted the wheat and the cockle to grow to- 
gether until the harvest lest in gathering up the cockle they 
should root up also the wheat. So God permits saint and sinner, 
patriot and traitor to run their course. With Him all things 
are present, there is no past, no future. Dives clothed in purple 
and fine linen was buried in hell. Lazarus, hungry and ragged, 
was carried by the angels to the bosom of Abraham. The sinful 
man may enjoy the plaudits of the multitude and win a place 
in the earthly hall of fame. The true Christian, despised and 
dishonored in time, will be praised and glorified through all 
eternity. “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith. As to the rest, there is laid up for mea 
crown of justice, which the Lord, the just judge, will render to 
me in that day” (2 Tim.,, iv, 7, 8). 














SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


A COURSE OF INSTRUCTION IN CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE 


THE MEANS OF GRACE 


36. MATRIMONY 


Matrimony or marriage is the conjugal union between persons 
naturally and legally fit to be united by an indissoluble bond. Hus- 
band and wife enter into a conjugal union, which differs altogether 
from any other alliance for mutual advantage that may be formed 
between a man and a woman. They must be legally fit to marry, 
as no marriage can take place between persons in whose case a legal 
impediment exists, and the bond, once formed, is indissoluble. 


It follows from what has been said that marriage consists in the 
union of two persons of opposite sex. It can be regarded both as a 
natural union and as a Sacrament. 


1. Marriage was instituted by God Himself, for we read in the 
book of Genesis that God created a man and a woman, and blessed 
them, bidding them increase and multiply. God said: “It is not 
good for man to be alone; let us make him a help like unto himself.” 
God did not merely institute marriage, but also made it permanent 
and indissoluble, because our Lord said: “What God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder.” In saying: “Increase and multi- 
ply,” God alluded to the reason for the institution of marriage, not 
to any command for entering the married state. No one can be 
compelled to marry, and the state of virginity is highly recom- 
mended as better and more perfect than that of marriage. 

The primary reason for the union of two persons is that they 
may mutually help one another, since each being sustained by the 
other they are in a better position to bear the trials of life and the 
weakness of old age. 

The second reason for the institution of marriage was the need 
to propagate the race, not only in order to have heirs to property 
on earth, but to leave behind members of the true faith. 

The third reason for the institution of marriage was to enable 
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“those who will not resist the desires of the flesh to avoid the sin 
of impurity. 

Every one who intends to marry should reflect upon these three 
reasons. 


Hitherto I have spoken of marriage as a natural union, but when 
it is considered as a Sacrament, we shall see that it has a higher 
aim, viz., the birth of Christians to serve the true God. The Church 
has always taught that matrimony is a Sacrament, and in so doing 
she relies on St. Paul’s words: “Men ought to love their wives as 
their own bodies. . . . Marriage is a great Sacrament, but I speak 
in Christ and in the Church” (Eph., v, 28, 32). The Apostle com- 
pares the husband with Christ, and the wife with the Church, and 
says that the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ is the head 
of the Church, therefore a husband must love and honor his wife, 
and a wife her husband. 

That through this Sacrament also the grace of God is indicated 
and communicated appears from the words of the Council of Trent: 
“The grace which ought to perfect natural love, to strengthen the 
indissoluble union, and to sanctify married people was purchased 
for us by Christ, the Founder of all Sacraments, at the cost of His 
life.” 

Through the holy Sacrament of Matrimony three benefits are ac- 
quired, viz., children, fidelity and the indissoluble marriage bond. 

Children born of a lawful wife are a blessing. St. Paul says 
that a woman shall be saved through child-bearing, but this does 
not refer simply to bringing children into the world, but to training 
them in the fear of the Lord, for the Apostle adds: “If she con- 
tinue in faith and love and sanctification” (1 Tim., ii, 15). 

The second blessing is the fidelity with which husband and wife 
cling to one another, each acknowledging the other’s rights and au- 
thority and promising never to be false to the marriage bond. Hence 
our Lord said: “A man shall leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife, and they two shall be in one flesh” (Matt., 
xix, 5). 

The third blessing is the indissoluble marriage bond of which St. 
Paul says: “The Lord commandeth that the wife depart not from 
her husband. . . and let not the husband put away his wife” (1 
Cor., vii, 10, 11). 

The best preparation for a happy marriage consists in a full reali- 
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zation of the objects for which this state was instituted. The mar- 
riage bond is in itself holy, and it is intended to be the foundation 
of the temporal and eternal happiness both of the married couple 
and their children, and also to promote the welfare of the Church 
and State. This is the object aimed at by all natural and divine laws 
regarding marriage. It is impossible of attainment if the requisite 
knowledge, qualities and capabilities are lacking, hence it is most 
necessary for all who think of entering the married state to know 
what it involves, and to acquire composure, moderation, frankness, 
kindly sympathy, cheerfulness and endurance, so as to avoid mis- 
takes and faults that might mar their own and their partner’s hap- 
piness. They should learn how to be bright and contented in daily 
life so as to dispel any clouds that may arise in their home and not 
to succumb to any storms and trials. Before marriage it is highly 
important to learn a good deal about the bringing up of children; 
not only how to feed and care for their bodies, but also how to train 
and develop their hearts and minds. It is important, too, to calculate 
whether the income will suffice to support a family, so that the 
children may not suffer want or be cast upon the community. In 
short, before two people are married, it is their duty to know what 
is required of good parents, worthy citizens, and true Christians. 

Yet such a preparation is not in itself enough to insure a happy 
marriage, since happiness does not depend only upon one partner, 
but upon both jointly. What serious consideration and how much 
care should be shown in the choice of a partner for life! No one 
ought to rely altogether upon his own judgment in this matter, and 
he will do well to consult people older and wiser than himself, and 
as even the wisests of mortals are liable to make mistakes, and as 
God alone knows the secrets of the heart, it is most advisable to © 
beg Him for assistance and counsel. 

Therefore the man who desires to marry should begin by training 
himself, carefully selecting his future wife, consulting prudent peo- 
ple, and praying earnestly for guidance. 


37. Matrimony. (Continued) 


When the bridal couple and their two witnesses come to be mar- 
ried, the priest asks the people present whether they know of any 
impediment to this union. If none is mentioned, he addreses an 
exhortation to the couple, reminding them (a) of the sanctity of 
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the marriage state, which was instituted by God, and raised by 
Christ to the rank of a Sacrament; (b) of the heavy responsibility 
incurred by parents with regard to the Christian education of their 
children; (c) of the duty of fidelity toward one another, and (d) 
of the indissoluble character of marriage. 


After this exhortation the priest invites all present to pray; then 
he asks the couple whether they will consent to the marriage, and 
after each has answered: “I will,’ he joins their hands and calls 
upon them solemnly to promise life-long loyalty to one another. 
Putting his stole over their hands, he says: “I join you together in 
marriage, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen.” Turning to the altar he begs God to give 
His blessing to the newly married couple. 


For a marriage to be lawful, it is necessary that there should be 
no impediment to it arising out of any natural, divine or ecclesias- 
tical law. There are two kinds of impediments to marriage. No 
one can be married if the Church forbids it, if he has taken simple 
vows, or if the marriage is to take place at a forbidden time of year. 
The above are impediments of the less serious kind. Other impedi- 
ments are of the class called diriment, and are so serious that, even 
if the marriage ceremony has taken place, it is invalid. Such impedi- 
ments occur where a tie of consanguinity or affinity is found to exist 
between the two persons, where one of them is bound by a solemn 
vow of chastity, or has never been baptized, or where the marriage 
has been contracted secretly, or consent extorted under compulsion. 
In all these cases the Church has to decide whether the impediment 
is such as to make marriage impossible, or, should it already have 
taken place, whether it can be validated. Mixed marriages are per- 
mitted only when the non-Catholic party promises to allow the 
children to be brought up in the Catholic religion. 


You see, my brethren, how important a Sacrament matrimony is, 
and how the orderly propagation of the human race and the perma- 
nence of the Church depend upon it. It involves many serious obli- 
gations, and where they are negiected, misery will result in time and 
in eternity. Therefore I wish to warn all who are still single not 
to rush hastily into marriage, but to prepare themselves carefully 
beforehand, to choose their partner cautiously, and, above all, to 
pray for God’s guidance in this important matter. Those who are 
already married should frequently consider the obligations that they 
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have incurred and strive to fulfil them, that thus they may be happy 
and contented in the married state. 


38. Tue BENEDICTIONS GIVEN By THE CHURCH 


The Church’s teaching on the subject of ecclesiastical blessings 
is very important, as people are apt to fall into two disastrous errors 
regarding them. Some treat blessed things with superstitious rev- 
erence and seem to fancy that Satan exercises an arbitrary power 
over men, which can be averted only by having recourse to things 
blessed by a priest. Thus during a severe thunderstorm such people 
fancy that they will not be safe from the devil unless they have 
some blessed object about them. They forget that it is God who 
in His wisdom and power directs the tempest, and that Jesus Christ 
has triumphed over the powers of evil. Others rely on blessed 
medals and expect them to work miracles in times of pestilence. 
Others use them for the purpose of discovering treasures or adding 
to their worldly possessions and overlook the fact that religion does 
not exist in order to further their temporal interests. Others again 
think that a diligent use of blessed objects will make up for their 
want of true penance and purpose of amendment. This is a com- 
plete distortion of their proper employment, and all who fall into 
the errors that I have just mentioned are guilty of superstition. 

There are, on the other hand, many who fall into the contrary 
fault of unbelief and reject all ecclesiastical blessings, refuse to use 
blessed objects, and ridicule the Church and the priesthood for 
allowing their use, or even go so far as to accuse them of making 
money out of their right to bless. 

The truth obviously lies midway between superstition and unbe- 
lief, and we shall do well to consider carefully what the Church 
really teaches. 

There are two kinds of blessings given by the Church; to the 
first class belong all religious ceremonies which set apart some per- 
son for a spiritual office, or something for use in the service of 
God. These blessings are also called consecrations, and are given 
to priests, altars and churches. To the second class belong religious 
acts whereby God’s blessing and help are sought on behalf of a 
person or thing. 

The benedictions used in the Church are of remote antiquity. In 
the Old Testament we read that Melchisedech blessed Abraham, 
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Isaac blessed Jacob, and Moses the people of Israel. Similar in- 
stances occur in the New Testament; Simeon blessed Mary and 
Joseph, and Jesus blessed the children brought to Him. We are 
also told that He blessed loaves and fishes. In blessing any object 
the Church has no intention of modifying its natural properties, 
but of symbolically representing to us certain virtues that we ought 
to acquire. For instance, holy water is a symbol of purity of heart. 
Nor does the Church wish to encourage us to neglect our duties, 
but rather to spur us on to fulfil them. For instance, when she gives 
us blessed ashes, she invites us to do penance and correct our faults. 
Nor does she suggest that we should dispense with the ordinary 
means of grace prescribed by God, but use them with greater con- 
fidence in Him. Nor has she any idea of promoting our worldly 
interests, but she seeks to increase our virtue and happiness by giv- 
ing us God’s blessing on our temporal affairs. 

The fact that the Church blesses certain things should inspire 
us with a desire to praise our Creator, to rely with childlike con- 
fidence on His fatherly kindness, to acknowledge our dependence 
on Him, and to be active in good works and the discharge of all our 
duties. 

The ordinary ceremonies attending blessings and consecrations 
are: the sign of the Cross, sprinkling with holy water, incensing 
and anointing. When she uses the sign of the Cross, the Church 
reminds us that mankind, having once fallen into sin, can participate 
in God’s blessing only through Christ’s death on the Cross. This 
sacred sign should arouse within us great confidence in the infinite 
merits of Jesus Christ. When she sprinkles anything with holy 
water, the Church suggests that, in order to obtain God’s blessing, 
we must have hearts free from sin. Incense is a type of prayer 
which should rise to Heaven from a pure and loving heart, just as 
the fragrant smoke rises from the glowing coals. Anointing with 
oil indicates the beneficent action of the Holy Ghost whose grace is 
sought from God. 

In short, the blessings are intercessory prayers offered by priests 
or bishops, and accompanied by some external action or sign. They 
are intended to promote virtue and piety, and their efficacy depends 
partly on God’s mercy and goodness, and partly on our worthiness. 
If we understand the origin, purpose and effect of the blessings 
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given by the Church, we shall esteem them as they deserve, and use 
them for our own good. 


39. PRAYER (in General) 


One of the most powerful means of attaining to virtue and salva- 
tion is prayer. It is emphatically recommended by our Lord and 
His Apostles, and by all the fathers and doctors of the Church in 
every age. St. Augustine says: “He that prayeth well, liveth well.” 
Convinced of the necessity and advantage of prayer, holy Church 
urges us incessantly to practice it. 

Nevertheless there are many Christians who seldom or never 
pray, or, if they pray, do not grow in goodness and piety. Why is 
this? Either because they do not understand what prayer is, or 
because they pray without the right dispositions, or because they fail 
to recognize the importance of prayer. Consequently it is no won- 
der that their prayer is ineffectual. 

The right dispositions for prayer are aroused in our hearts by a 
vivid remembrance of God’s power, goodness and wisdom, and right 
dispositions find expression in holy desires and resolutions, and this 
is prayer. Prayer is the raising up of the mind and heart to God, by 
thinking of Him, by adoring, praising and thanking Him, and by 
begging of Him all blessings for soul and body. When we use a set 
form of words, we make vocal prayer; when we speak to God 
silently in our hearts, we make mental prayer. Prayer can be of- 
fered with the heart alone, but never only with the lips; for the dis- 
position of the heart is the chief thing in prayer, the movement of 
the lips, the utterance of certain words and the attitude of the body 
are of merely secondary importance, although they are good, as aids 
to real prayer. 

There are unhappily many false ideas current on the subject of 
prayer. 

1. Some people mistake the thoughtless repetition of a form of 
words for prayer, whereas it is only lip-service. 

2. Others regard prayer as a burdensome duty required of us by 
God for His own gratification. 

3. Others think that all prayer is the asking for some favor, 
whereas this is only the prayer of supplication, and not prayer in 
general. 

4. Others again fancy that they will be saved if they say many 
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prayers, and have no need to cooperate in the work of their salva- 
tion. 

You see, by brethren, that there are many mistaken ideas about 
prayer, and we, who know what prayer really is, should be on our 
guard against them. Let us resolve never to pray without thinking 
of God, and putting ourselves in the right disposition, and always 
1o pray in the manner taught by our divine Lord. 























DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


FIRST FRIDAY TALKS 
BY THE REV. JOHN CORBETT, S.J. 


Editor of The Messenger of the Sacred Heart 


REPARATION FOR COVETOUSNESS 


We are all familiar with the words in which our Divine Lord 
warned His followers not to set their hearts upon the goods of 
this world. “Lay not up to yourselves treasures on earth, where 
the rust and moth consume, and where thieves break through 
and steal; but lay up to yourselves treasures in Heaven, where 
neither the rust nor moth doth consume, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal. For where thy treasure is, there 
is thy heart also.” This is His teaching in the Sermon on the 
Mount, which He continues and develops in the beautiful com- 
parisons with the birds of the air and the lilies of the field, for 
whom God provides abundantly. God knows, “your Father in 
Heaven knows, that you have need” of food and raiment. He 
will care for you, but you must not forget to seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His justice. 


Toward the end of His public life, on His last journey to 
Jerusalem, He used the occasion when the rich young man re-. 
fused to sell what He had and give all to the poor to warn His 
followers of the danger of riches. “And Jesus looking round 
about, saith to His disciples: ‘How hardly shall they who have 
riches enter into the Kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were 
astonished at His words. But Jesus again answering saith to 
them: ‘Children, how hard it is for them that trust in riches to 
enter into the Kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass 


through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into 
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the Kingdom of God.’”” These words caused them to wonder 
even more, and they said to one another: “Who then can be 
saved?” Jesus looking on them saith: “With men it is impos- 
sible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God” 
(Mark, x, 23 ff.). Riches are a danger. Those who possess 
them are constantly tempted to rely on them and to trust them. 
With the grace of God it is possible to resist this temptation, as 
it has been resisted by saints now in Heaven who were rich men 
on earth, but it is far easier to be poor in spirit, not to be at- 
tached to temporal things if people are limited in means. The 
hardships of poverty tend to turn the mind to the happiness of 
the life to come. We have but to look around us to see thou- 
sands who are imitating the rich man in the Gospel who looked 
on his goods, laid up for many years, as a reason for taking his 
rest, to eat, drink and make good cheer, heedless of the immi- 
nence of death and of God’s admonition. “Thou fool, this night 
do they require thy life of thee and whose shall those things be 
which thou hast provided?” (Luke, xii, 20). 

Again and again the Apostle St. Paul repeats our Lord’s 
teaching to the early Christians. “The desire of money,” he 
says, “is the root of all evils.” He tells them that this covet- 
ousness has caused some to err from the Faith and to entangle 
themselves in many sorrows (1 Tim., vi, 10). He even adds a 
postscript on this danger to his first letter to St. Timothy, so 
concerned is he that all may learn the mind of God. “Charge 
the rich of this world not to be highminded, nor to trust in the 
uncertainty of riches, but in the living God (who giveth us 
abundantly all things to enjoy) to do good, to be rich in good 
works, to give easily, to communicate to others, to lay up in 
store for themselves a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on true life.” 

Because it is so easy for men to follow the world and their 
own natural inclinations, Christ our Lord was not content with 
inculcating the spirit of poverty as opposed to the spirit of 
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covetousness. He gave the world the example of actual pov- 
erty. He was born of a poor Virgin, in the lowly stable of Beth- 


Jehem. Nazareth was not poor enough. There might have been 


some conveniences among friends. He wished to be born in 
abject poverty and to be laid in a manger. He lived the life of 
a poor boy, worked with His foster-father, St. Joseph, in the 
carpenter’s shop, and was Himself a carpenter in a humble vil- 
lage. During His public life He had no home. “The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air nests, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay His head” (Luke, ix, 58). He often bore the 
effects of poverty. He was hungry and thirsty, He suffered 
from the inclemency of the weather. In the last hours of His 
life He was robbed even of His raiment and, when He died, He 
was laid in the grave of another. 

Alas, that men are so blind to these lessons of the Sacred 
Heart! Alas, that there are so few who are willing to bear 
patiently the burdens of poverty, so few to follow Him in the 
road of evangelical perfection, by making themselves poor for 
His sake! Most of those who possess wealth spend their lives 
in striving to increase their store or ruin their souls in the 
worldly enjoyments that money can provide. Those who are in 
straightened circumstances envy the rich, are discontented with 
their lot and have little regard for God’s views on worldly goods. 
Such disappointments for the Heart of Christ call for expiation 
on our part. We who love Him must bend every effort to be 
truly poor in spirit, no matter what may be our condition in life. 
If called to be actually poor, as He was when on earth, let us 
rejoice that He has made us His chosen friends. 
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THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 


BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


XXI.—On MEDITATION AND Books 


In earlier Conferences we undertook to describe our Soldier’s 
daily drill. First, upon awakening, comes the great salute to the 
invisible Commander in Chief; namely, the Sign of the Cross. 
Then the hearty dedication of the day to Him. The discipline 
of rising promptly, of meditating at least while dressing, of 
formal morning prayer constitutes a splendid beginning for each 
and every day, to be followed, if possible, by attendance at Mass 
and by receiving Holy Communion. 

The Holy Eucharist forms so large a factor in the making of 
a Soldier of Jesus Christ that eight Conferences on this wonder- 
ful theme alone were not considered too many. In fact, the 
Catholic who properly and practically appreciates Holy Mass 
and Holy Communion is sure to win his war against the autoc- 
racy of the world, the flesh and the devil. 

The Holy Eucharist is to humanity what the sun is to the earth 
and what the earth is to the body. Without the sun the earth 
would be too cold for any life. Without the heart, the body 
would be lifeless. 

The memory of first Holy Communion is often the most 
effective barrage against the onslaught of the lower passions, and 
it is also a consoling encouragement in fighting a bad environ- 
ment. Who will deny that this helps democracy by truly Chris- 
tianizing the individuals who constitute democracy ? 

On the day of first Holy Communion parents and children are 
stirred with holy emotions of spiritual joy and delight. What 
effect that must have on Christian morale! 
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The Holy Eucharist, as intimated above, inspires miracles of 
Christian charity in millions of souls. Religious orders for the 
relief of every human want and suffering live by the Holy Eucha- 
rist. What a blessing to humanity! Where love of the Holy 
Eucharist grows cold, there true charity becomes cold and life- 
less. It is then replaced by the selfish coldness of philanthropy 
which gives superfluous funds but not self. There is nothing 
more a blessing to men on earth, more relief to souls in purgatory, 
more a blow to the powers of hell than the Holy Eucharist. 

Before or after Mass or even during Mass, the Soldier of 
Jesus Christ may well spend a little time daily in meditations on 
subjects calculated to strengthen his spiritual “morale.” Prayer- 
ful thoughts and affections of the heart towards God, and the 
misteries of Our Lord’s life and death, on the virtues of the 
Christian life, on the hatred due to sin and the love due to sin- 
ners, on the duties of his vocation have a surprisingly wholesome 
influence on the whole day. 

Meditation on the four last things has always been especially 
recommended to Christians. Holy Scripture says, “In all thy 
works, remember thy last end, and thou shalt never sin.” The 
last four things are: 

1. Death, which is so uncertain as to time, place and circum- 
stances, but so certain in the end. Death is certain only in its 
uncertainties. 

2. Judgment, which follows death immediately. It is just, 
severe, because the time of probation and mercy is past, and 
irrevocable. There is no appeal from this judgment. It re- 
mains only to be confirmed and reaffirmed before all men on the 
last day of judgment. 

3. Hell, which we must avoid at all costs. Its sufferings are 
inconceivable and everlasting. Men may ridicule the Catholic 
doctrine on hell, but they cannot thereby vote it out of existence. 
If there were no hell, the most vicious sinner could defy and 
finally conquer God Himself. He could laugh at God, saying, 
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“T shall sin to the limit. I shall never repent. You, God, must 
yield in the end to my will.” If that were possible, there could 
be no real God, no supreme God. If there is no hell, there is 
no God. 

4. Heaven, which we must work for with might and main. 
“The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent bear 
it away.” There is no real selfishness in seeking Heaven. If it 
is selfishness at all, it is that higher, nobler selfishness which 
implies loyalty to Our Lord. We strive to save our souls for 
which He suffered and died. To strive for Heaven is to honor 
the goodness of God who deigned to make the salvation of our 
souls the very means to His greater extrinsic honor and glory. 
We seek Heaven chiefly because, according to the will of God, 
that is the only way by which we can freely cooperate with Him 
in working out our destiny. If we do not willingly glorify His 
goodness by saving our souls for Heaven, then we must unwill- 
ingly glorify His justice by our sufferings in hell. 

Another fruitful subject of meditation is the life and passion 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. His birth in the stable of Bethlehem 
teaches us that humility, poverty and want in this world may 
lead to the greatest glory hereafter. His living so humbly and 
obediently with Saint Joseph and Mary at Nazareth affords us 
the picture of the ideal Christian family life. His public career 
stimulates us to enthusiasm for God’s glory and man’s salvation. 
His passion or suffering affords us the most powerful motive for 
sorrow for our sins. 

It is advisable to carry in one’s pocket a small edition of the 
New Testament and to read it riding to and from in street cars 
and at other suitable moments. To read the Gospel prayerfully 
and thoughtfully is to furnish oneself with the best material for 
fruitful meditation. Next to the New Testament, ‘The Imita- 
tion of Christ,” by Thomas 4 Kempis, is the best book for 
Christians. 

Good books are the best companions of the Soldier of Jesus 
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Christ. He can always fly to them in sorrow or weariness of 
soul. Unlike the silly books of the day, the popular best sellers, 
good books satisfy his mind, fill it with useful and wholesome 
ideas, and are the source of spiritual and often even of temporal 
success. The lives of the saints are frequently more attractive 
and interesting than the most sensational novels. To prove this 
statement try reading such a book as Francis Thompson’s “Life 
of St. Ignatius.” 

Good Catholic books feed the faith. They often revive the 
faith where it is lukewarm and languishing on account of sin. 
They increase one’s knowledge and appreciation of the faith. 
They reveal the hand of God in the affairs of men, including the 
recent world war. 

Good Catholic books feed piety and devotion. They suggest 
new motives for loving God. They teach new ways for showing 
our love for God, and they impel us to imitate what we read. 

Good Catholic books are the best natural ammunition against 
the world. They show us “the better things.” They enable us 
to give others reasons “for the faith that is in us.” They show 
us the poison and falsehood lurking behind the maxims of the 
world. They answer the difficulties so superficially raised against 
Catholic doctrines. In a word they supply mind and will with 
suitable ammunition against the onslaughts of irreligion and 
worldliness: 



































CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, O.P., S.T.LR. 


Jesus—A NAME OF TERROR 


The Royal Prophet, contemplating the grandeur and might of 
the Holy Name, cried out with that love for juxtaposition which 
is usual with big minds: “Holy and terrible is His name!” 
(Ps., ex, 10). , 

That the name of Jesus is holy is plain from the fact that it 
was selected by the Heavenly Father, imposed upon the Son, and 
kept alive in the Church by the Holy Ghost. It was first uttered 
in Heaven by the Father, first spoken on earth by an angel, first 
adored by the Virgin Mary. By its invocation the Apostles 
worked miracles which proved the divinity of the religion estab- 
lished by Him whose coming was announced as that of the Re- 
deemer. Christianity spread through the power and sweetness 
of this Name; martyrs died’ without faltering through the 
strength they drew from this Name; the Doctors of the Church 
expounded the truths of religion through the light shed by this 
Name; the faithful have kept to the ways of righteousness by 
the courage and consolation exuding from this Name. 

Why, then is the name of Jesus “terrible,” as David con- 
fesses? It would seem that is should be the font and source of 
everything consoling and comforting, for Jesus is our Redeemer; 
everything hopeful and reassuring, for Jesus is our Saviour; 
everything powerful and mighty, for Jesus is our God; every- 
thing sweet and ennobling, for Jesus is our ideal. How can the 
name of Jesus be “terrible,” as the Royal Singer, writing under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, assures us in obvious and 
unmistakable words? 

“Terrible” is the name of Jesus to Satan and his infernal 
cohorts. The devils tremble with fear at the mention of this 
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Name as much as the blessed in Heaven are ravished by it. For 
Jesus is the conquering Victor who broke the power of the devil, 
released the captives held fast by sin, banished the darkness and 
tyranny which had been established in the world by the enemy, 
threw his army into bondage and established a rival kingdom 
“which shall continue until the end of time” and shall go on 
leading out of the night of error and superstition and unbelief 
countless souls who, washed in the blood of the Victor, shall be- 
come ever more and more one with Him through charity. At 
the mention of this Name the idols of paganism, which were 
nothing else than devils (1 Cor., x, 20), fell in pieces to the 
ground, and the masses, amazed and horrified, turned their backs 
upon paganism to embrace Christianity. At the mention of this 
Name the rude gods of the Northern barbarians took flight, 
leaving the hardy warriors to commune with the messenger of 
Christ bringing of peace and salvation. From the icy: steppes of 
the North to the bamboo fields of the South, in marshes and on 
hilltops, Christ outwits by “the folly of the Cross” and the power 
of His name, Satan, who preaches self-indulgence and pleasure. 
To-day in lands where Satan thought himself safe in the deep 
trenches of paganism, Christ is penetrating in an irresistible 
drive. The howitzers of pleasure, the poison gas of ambition 
and the submarines of crafty scheming all fail before Him of 
whom it is written: “In My name they shall cast out devils” 
(Mark, xvi, 17)—and actually did so cast them out. Our Lord, 
knowing all the power of His name, said: “Now the prince of 
this world (Satan) will be cast out.” 

“Terrible” is the name of Jesus to the devil because it stands 
for Him whom he tried to dislodge from His kingdom. It is 
painful to Satan to hear the name “Jesus” because it reminds 
him of the murder not only of a man, but of the God-Man. He 
suffers unspeakable agonies in hell because he tried to raise him- 
self above God. He suffers doubly now because this Name re- 
calls the fact that he tried to annihilate a God. How mixed with 
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shame must be this suffering of the devil! How doubly, heavy 
must seem to him the weight of his guilt! Therefore, Christians 
can look upon Satan with contempt, for they know that when 
they pronounce the name of Jesus in temptation they are pro- 
nouncing a word which terrifies him by its power and makes him 
ashamed of himself by its victorious significance. 

“Terrible” is the name of Jesus to the hardened, callous sin- 
ner, who “says in his heart there is no God,” but his conscience 
reproves and rebukes him, especially at night and in times of 
great danger. He lives as if there were no God who made laws 
and gave us the sanctions by which alone we can keep them. 
But the “small, still voice,” speaking down in the depths of his 
heart, gives his boasting the lie. He eats, drinks and makes 
merry as if he had no soul destined to exist through eternity, 
but he is filled with remorse and despair when the whips of 
fortune fall upon his bare shoulders, and seeks to end it all by 
death. He blasphemes God, outrages the holy Name by word 
and deed, and must pay the penalty so vividly portrayed by the 
inspired writer: “Hear, O ye children, the discipline of the 
mouth; and he that will keep it shall not perish by his lips, nor 
be brought to fall into most wicked works. A sinner is caught 
by his own vanity, and the proud and the evil speakers shall fall 
thereby. Let not thy mouth be accustomed to swearing; for in 
it there are many falls. And let not the naming of God be usual 
in thy mouth, and meddle not with the names of the saints, for 
thou shalt not escape free from them. For as a slave daily put 
to the question is never without a blue mark; so every one that 
sweareth, and nameth, shall not be wholly pure from sin” (Eccl., 
xxiii, 7-12). The man that is accustomed to opprobrious words 
will never be corrected all the days of his life (Eccl., xxiii, 20). 

Terrible as the name of Jesus is to Satan, so, too, the sinner, 
hearing these words of God, should tremble with fear of the 
punishment reserved for those who outrage it. 


— aieteagal ein: 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL ' 


XLV. St. AMBROSE 


Since St. Ambrose plays such a prominent part in the events con- 
nected with the conversion of St. Monica’s son, it is proper that we 
give a short sketch of this great saint in narrating the life of St. 
Monica. We will the better understand his influence over Augus- 
tine. 

In some aspects the two men were alike, although St. Ambrose 
was a man advanced in years when Augustine was a young man. 
Both were men of sharp intellects. Both had prepared themselves 
for the profession of law, and both had reason to look forward to 
fame and fortune. 

At the age of thirty, St. Ambrose held a position akin to our 
judges, and those who knew him well felt that, in the course of time, 
even the highest honors and offices of the empire should be within 
his reach. 

In his official capacity he was sent from Rome to Milan to inves- 
tigate troubles that had arisen in that city, and to settle the difficul- 
ties that had come up. His superiors had all confidence that he was 
the man to judge all claims fairly and to establish peace. But a 
strange event took place. While the young judge happened to be 
in the cathedral at Milan, a young child suddenly exclaimed: “Am- 
brose should be bishop.” This miraculous event made the people 
forget their differences. It seemed to all that the voice of this child 
was an expression of the will of God, and the people hoped that 
Ambrose would accept the office. He had gained the good will of 
the people even in the few days he had been with them. Young 
though he was, he acted toward them more in the nature of a father 
than in the capacity of a judge, and they trusted him implicitly. It 
did not take the ecclesiastical authorities of Rome long to verify this 
spontaneous utterance of the child, and St. Ambrose was asked 
whether he would be willing to accept the position. At this time, 
we must bear in mind, St. Ambrose was a layman, and could not be 
made a bishop unless he was first ordained a priest. Ambrose came, 
after earnest thought, to the conclusion that, since it seemed the 
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will of God, he should humbly submit. He prepared himself for the 
priesthood, was ordained a priest, and immediately after consecrated 
bishop of Milan. 

The events that followed proved that the will of God had truly 
been proclaimed by the small child. 

To this day St. Ambrose stands forth as one of the most illustrious 
bishops the Church has ever had. To this very day his works are 
read and studied. His sermons, delivered by him sixteen hundred 
- years ago, are still most excellent models for our pulpit orators. 

Even when he was a judge, his reputation for eloquence had 
spread beyond Italy. Little wonder that the sermons preached by 
him in his Milan cathedral should resound through all these centu- 
ries. But Ambrose showed his gifts and talent also in other direc- 
tions. | 

He was a great poet. Many of the hymns that St. Ambrose wrote 
sixteen hundred years ago are still recited by priests every day in 
the breviary. Intellectually, his people were nothing but children. 
The childlike mind remembers things most readily when rhyme and 
rhythm are made to help the memory. St. Ambrose knew this, and 
therefore composed prayers in verse for the use of the people. 
' St. Ambrose saw still another need in his spiritual children. Not 
only did he give them prayers in smooth verse but he put them to 
music. Children delight in singing, and so do many grown people. 
St. Ambrose was able to compose melodies for the verses he wrote, 
and he taught the people of his cathedral to sing them. And so 
wonderful was the music of St. Ambrose that even now, sixteen 
hundred years after his death, Ambrosian hymns are still in use 
and still admired. 

His poetry is beautiful and yet so simple that a child can grasp 
its meaning. His music is so easy that a child can learn it without 
any difficulty, and yet so solemn that it is worthy and fitting for the 
service of God. 

His zeal for the Church of God made St. Ambrose humble and 
kind in his dealings with the people, but he did not hesitate. to use 
stern measures when he thought the best interests of the Church de- 
manded such course. 

As an instance it is related that he forbade to Emperor Theo- 
dosius admission to the cathedral of Milan, unless he would first 
do penance for his evil deeds. So firm was the saint in his demand, 
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so fearless of consequences, that the emperor did as he was told. 
And when then the emperor entered the church together with St. 
Ambrose, the angels must have rejoiced over the fortitude of the 
saint and the humble penitence of the emperor. 

As another instance of the saint’s courageous stand for the rights 
of the Church we read in history that the Empress Justinia ordered 
St. Ambrose to vacate one of his churches in favor of the Arians. 
The Arians were a sect that denied the divinity of Christ, but yet 
wished to be considered Christians. 

St. Ambrose replied that if the empress asked him 7 anything 
that was within his giving, she was welcome to all he had to give. 
But the things that belonged to God he was unable to give for the 
reason that they did not belong to him. 

St. Ambrose, while one of the greatest of bishops, was one of the 
humblest of saints. 

From earliest childhood he had received a thorough and careful 
training. His family was very wealthy, hence the young Ambrose 
became accustomed to a great deal of ease and comfort. But after 
he was made bishop, and while he did not fail to suit his appearance 
to the dignity of his office, he lived in his home like the poorest of 
the poor. He rejoiced to deny himself comforts in order to help 
the destitute, felt happy if by suffering deprivation and abuse he 
could resemble our Lord. Nothing he desired more than to die for 
the faith. As bishop, St. Ambrose was the kind of father who, by 
his kindly ways, draws his children to himself. The poorest would 
come to him without fear of being refused, whereas the most learned 
would come to receive the benefit of his profound wisdom and ripe 
experience. To all he gave his best according to their needs. 

Such, then, was the great St. Ambrose whom the youthful Augus- 
tine was to meet. Even the little we have said of the great and holy 
bishop is sufficient to demonstrate his ability to make a Paul out of a 
Saul. ‘ 














OCCASIONAL SERMONS 


THE POWER AND DIGNITY OF THE CATHOLIC 
PRIESTHOOD 


Sermon Delivered on the Occasion of the First Holy Mass of the 
Rev. John J. Cleary, in St. Elizabeth’s Church, Wyckoff, N. J. 


BY THE REV. FERDINAND HECKMANN, 0O.F.M, 


“Amen I say to you, there hath not risen among them that are born of 
women a greater than John the Baptist; yet he that is lesser in the Kingdom 
of God is greater than he.”—Matt., xi, 11. 

When our Divine Saviour was one day discoursing to the mul- 
titudes that surrounded Him in order to listen to the words of 
power and grace that fell from His lips, two disciples of John the 
Baptist came up to Him and asked Him: “Art thou He that art 
to come, or look we for another?” And Jesus making answer said 
to them: “Go and relate to John what you have heard and seen. The 
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead rise again, the poor have the Gospel preached to them.” And 
when they went their way, Jesus began to say to the multitudes 
concerning John: “What went you out into the desert to see? a 
reed shaken with the wind? But what went you out to see? a 
man clothed in soft garments? Behold they that are clothed in soft 
garments are in the houses of kings. But what went you out to 
see? a prophet? yea I tell you and more than a prophet. Amen, I 
say to you, there hath not risen among them that are born of 
women a greater than John the Baptist; yet he that is the lesser in 
the Kingdom of God ‘s greater than he” (Matt., xi, 3-11). 

I could do nothing better, it seems to me, on this grand and sol- 
emn occasion when a young Levite is about to ascend the altar of 
God to offer up to the heavenly Father for the first time the Lamb 
without spot once slain on Calvary’s Mount, than to address to you 
the same words which our Divine Saviour addressed to the multi- 
tudes that surrounded Him. What went you out to see? a reed 
shaken by every wind of public opinion? But what went you out 
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to see? a man clothed in soft garments? Behold they that are 
clothed in soft garments are in the houses of kings. But what went 
you out to see? a prophet? yea I tell you and more than a prophet. 
Amen, I say to you, there hath not risen among them that are born 
of women a greater than John the Baptist; yet he that is the lesser 
in the Kingdom of God is greater than he. 


Yes, the least of the priests in the Kingdom of God, the Catholic 
Church, is greater than the greatest of men ever born of woman, 
John the Baptist. His power and dignity surpass all created pow- 
ers and dignities in Heaven and on earth. In what does the sublime 
power and dignity of the Catholic priest consist? Evidently in 
this that he is the representative of Jesus Christ, the ambassador 
of Almighty God; for as Christ is in power and dignity infinitely 
above all created powers and dignities in Heaven and on earth, in- 
finitely above all other messengers sent by God, he who stands in 
His stead must be superior in power and dignity beyond compare 
to all created powers and dignities in Heaven and on earth, to all 
ministers of God, whether angels created in Heaven, or pariarchs, 
prophets, priests, law-givers, judges and kings whom God has at 
any time established on earth. Yes, even the Immaculate Virgin 
Mother of God is inferior to him in power and dignity. 

To establish all other Heavenly and earthly powers and dignities, 
it needed only an act of God’s will, a word of His mouth; but to 
establish the sublime power and dignity of the Catholic priesthood, 
God had to come down from Heaven and die an ignominious death 
on the odious wood of the Cross. To reestablish mankind in His 
grace and friendship, God had not to become incarnate; a single act 
of His will, a word of His mouth, would have sufficed. To redeem 
fallen man from sin and death which is its consequence, the Incar- 
nate God had not to die; a single drop of His blood, a single tear, a 
single prayer of His would have been sufficient; for such a drop of 
blood, such a tear, such a prayer being of infinite value would have 
sufficed to redeem not one, but a thousand worlds. But to institute 
the sublime power and dignity of the Catholic priesthood the Sec- 
ond Person of the Most Holy Trinity had to become man and die 
an ignominious death on the Cross. For to give His priests the 
power to offer up to God a clean oblation, a sacrifice worthy of 
God, He had to leave them a victim pure and holy, undefiled, 
worthy and acceptable in the sight of God. Had He not died, 














784 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 
where should the priests of His holy religion find a victim alto- 
gether holy and immaculate, capable of giving to God the honor 
due Him? In the entire universe no victim could be found so 
worthy of God as the God-man, Jesus Christ. 


Hence our Lord on the eve of His bitter passion instituted the 
sacrifice of His most sacred Body and Blood. After he had supped 
with His disciples, He took bread and wine into His most sacred 
and venerable hands, and lifting up His eyes to Heaven, giving 
thanks, He blessed them and then by His almighty power changed 
the bread and wine into His most sacred Body and Blood and 
offered them up to His heavenly Father in sacrifice for our sins. 
“Take ye and eat,” He said to His disciples, “for this is My Body 
which is given for you. Drink ye all of this: for this is My 
Blood of the New Testament which shall be shed for you and for 
many unto the remission of sins.” He then empowered His Apostles 
and through them all His priests to offer up the same divine sacri- 
fice. “Do this,” He said, “in commemoration of Me.” 


How great, how sublime was not the power and dignity which 
He then conferred on them! How sacred, how venerable, how 
blessed must not those hands be that can offer this most divine 
sacrifice! Yes, the priest’s hands are more sacred than those of 
the Cherubim that uphold the seat of God’s majesty, justice and 
mercy ; more venerable than the sapphire throne on which appeared 
the Ancient of days; more blessed than even the spotiess womb of 
the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God. His hands touch and 
handle the Incarnate Word of God. His hands bear that sacred 
Body before whose dazzling splendor the angels veil their faces in 
trembling awe. Yes, at the foot of the altar of God we can imagine 
the heavenly spirits in the attitude in which St. John the Evan- 
gelist beheld them, “They lay prostrate on their faces before the 
Lamb of God.” But the priest of God is standing at the altar; 
his is the authority and his the action. The angels are only the 
witnesses of the holy sacrifice, but the Lord wills that the priest 
should be its minister. The angels are prostrate before the Lamb 
of God upon the altar, but a priest incorporates himself and be- 
comes one person with Him on whom the angels hardly dare to 
gaze. 

The woman in the Gospel, while listening to the words of power 
and grace that fell from the lips of our Divine Saviour, cried out 
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in admiration: “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee and the paps 
that gave Thee suck.” But we can say with even more reason and 
justice: O blessed, thrice blessed are the hands of the priest of God 
into which the Eternal Son of God descends every day from 
Heaven; blessed are those hands which bear, which handle, which 
sacrifice the ever blessed Son of God. “O wonderful dignity of 
the priests,” exclaims St. Augustine, “in their hands as in the 


womb of the Blessed Virgin the Son of God becomes incarnate, and - 


that not only once, but every day.” Five words uttered by the 
humility of the handmaid of the Lord brought the Eternal Word 
into her sacred womb. Five words uttered by the power of the 
priest of God brings the same Eternal Word of God down upon 
our altars. The consent which Mary gave was the conditional 
cause of the mystery of the Incarnation, but the action of the priest 
speaking in the name and the allpowerful virtue of Jesus Christ is 
the efficient cause of the transubstantiation, the new incarnation 
which is but a continuance of the first incarnation. What Mary did 
but once, the priest does every day. With justice therefore did St. 
Bernadine of Sienna exlcaim: “Holy Virgin Mother of God par- 
don me, but I do not speak against thee, the Lord has raised His 
priests in power and dignity above thee.” 

The Eternal, Omnipotent God in whose presence the pillars of 
Heaven tremble, that God before whom the earth and all that dwell 
therein, before whom the boundless universe with its countless 
suns and stars, before whom all created things are but as a drop 
of water, as a little dust, as if they were not, before whom the 
nations of the world are as if they had no being at all, that God of 
infinite glory and majesty made Himself subject to His priests 
when He said: “Do this in commemoration of Me.” The rulers 
of earth have great power; their commands are obeyed, their very 
names are respected and feared, thousands and thousands of their 
fellowmen are subject to them; but the priestly power is far 
greater. The power of rulers extends only over one or a few coun- 
tries, while the power of the priests extends over the whole earth. 
Their power reaches to the highest heavens; it penetrates even to 
the very gates of hell. The treasures of kings are silver and gold— 
perishable metals, but the treasures of the priests of God are the im- 
perishable merits and graces of our Lord Jesus Christ. Rulers have 
power over the bodies of men, but the priests have power over their 































re at ee 
i ap Pe ig 


lems 


OF a eS ee eee 


oes 





786 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


immortal souls. Rulers have power over their subjects only, but 
kings and emperors themselves are subject to the priests of God, 
for from them they receive not only the light of the true faith, but 
also the pardon of their sins—the grace of God. Rulers have 
power to open and close the prison-gates of earth, but the priests 
have power to open and close the gates of Heaven and hell. The 
influence of their power is felt in Heaven in giving to it the elect; 
it is felt in hell in snatching from it its victims; it is felt in pur- 
gatory in consoling efficaciously its great sufferers. 

Great was the power and dignity of Adam when he came forth 
from the hand of God in all the majesty and beauty of justice and 
innocence. He was the king of creation and all creatures obeyed 
him. But far greater is the power of the priests of God. To them 
the Lord of Heaven and earth, the King of Kings, the Maker of the 
universe is obedient, He listens to the word of their mouth. The 
dignity of the priests is more sublime than that partriarchal dignity 
of Noe and Abraham. Abraham is called the father of the faith- 
ful, but the priests are in reality the fathers of the faithful; they 
make them children of God by administering the Sacraments to 
them. They stand at the helm of the Church, the ark of salvation, 
like Noe. They are invested with a dignity far higher than Aaron. 
Aaron offered up only the blood of sheep and oxen, while the priests 
offer up the blood of the Lamb of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Great was the power and authority of Moses when by a single 
word he divided the waters of the Red Sea and led a vast multitude 
dry shod through the midst of the surging waves and over vast and 
barren deserts to the promised land. But far greater is the power 
and authority of the Catholic priests: they lead the children of God 
through the waters of holy Baptism over the vast and barren desert 
of this life to the true land of promise. Great was the power and 
authority of Josue, who in the heat of battle raised his hands to 
Heaven and commanded the sun and moon. “Move not, O sun,” 
he cried out, “towards Gabaon, nor thou, O moon, towards the 
valley of Ajalon!” And the sun and the moon stood still in the 
- heavens for the space of an entire day. But far greater is the 
power and authority of the priests of God. At their command the 
Eternal Sun of justice, the Light of the World comes down from 
Heaven and is enclosed in a small, tiny host. And if the people of 
Israel wondered that the Lord obeyed the voice of man only once, 
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how much more should we not wonder that the same Lord and God 
obeys the voice of man not only once but a hundred, a thousand, a 
million times. Great was the power and authority of Elias who 
caused fire to rain from Heaven upon the heads of his enemies. 
But the priests of God cause not material fire to fall from Heaven, 
they do far more: they cause the fire of divine love to fall upon the 
cold and icy hearts of sinners, the enemies of God, and move them 
to contrition and inflame them with a new and perfect life. The 
widow of Sarepta fed the prophet Elias for a short time. In re- 


. ward for her charity the prophet obtained for her the miracle that 


her pot of meal wasted not, and her cruise of oil diminished not, 
and thus sustained her family in a miraculous manner. The Cath- 
olic priests do more: they feed not merely one family, but the na- 
tions of the world; they give them not merely material bread, but 
the Living Bread come down from Heaven, the Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ. They strengthen the souls of men with the oil of 
divine grace, which they administer to them in the holy Sacraments. 
Elias, moreover, raised the widow’s son to life, but the priests do 
more; they raise to the life of grace the souls of hundreds and 
thousands of men; in the Sacraments of Baptism and Penance they 
raise to the life of grace the souls of those that are dead in mortal 
sin. 


Great indeed was the power, dignity and authority which God 
thus gave to the patriarchs, the priests and prophets of the Old 
Testament, but the power, dignity and authority given by Christ 
to the patriarchs, priests and prophets of the New Testament, the 
Catholic priests, is immeasurably greater. Whenever they say 
Mass, they hold in their hands Jesus Christ, their Lord and God, to 
receive Him themselves and to give Him to all those who wish to 
receive Him in Holy Communion. This power of the priests sur- 
passes even the power of creation. By creation God produced the 
substance of bread and wine out of nothing by His almighty word, 
but by the words of the priests the substance of bread and wine is 
changed into the most sacred Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. The 
priest may therefore in a certain manner be called the creator of 
His Creator, for by the words of consecration he creates, as it were, 
Jesus anew in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar by giving Him 
His Sacramental existence, producing Him as a victim to be offered 
up to the Eternal Father. As in creating the world it was sufficient 


bs fis See 


res a eS SY 


ee 


Be th 
eee 


cent its 


” 
if 
di 

i 
{ 








788 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


for God to say: “Let it be made and it was created,” so it is suff- 
cient for the priest to say: “This is My Body, this is My Blood,” 
and behold the bread is no longer bread but the Body of Jesus Christ, 
and the wine no longer wine, but the Blood of the Most High Son 
of God. “The power of the priest of God,” says St. Bernardine 
of Sienna, “is the power of a divine person; for the transubstantia- 
tion of bread and wine requires as much power as the creation of 
the world, yea of a thousand worlds. ‘“O venerable sanctity of the 
hands,” he therefore exclaims, “O happy function of the priest! 
He that created all things gave thee the power to create Him, and 
He that created thee without thee is Himself created by thee.” “As 
the word of God created Heaven and earth,” says St. Jerome, “so 
the word of the priest creates Jesus Christ.” Hence the priest may 
be called the parent of Jesus Christ; for he is the active cause by 
which He is made to really exist in the consecrated Host. As the 
Eternal Father gave Him His eternal existence, and His Divine 
Mother His temporal existence, so the priest gives Him His Sac- 
ramental existence, 

O with whom shall I compare thee, priest of God; thy equal can- 
not be found in Heaven nor on earth. It is in establishing the 
priesthood that God seems to have exhausted all the treasures of 
His power and mercy. Indeed in the light of faith the man disap- 
pears altogether in the priest; faith beholds in him nothing but 
Jesus Christ continuing in him and through him the work of re- 
demption, for the honor of God and the salvation of the immortal 
souls of men. St. Clement then had reason to say that a priest is, as 
it were, a god on earth. “God,” said David, “stood in a congregation 
of the gods.” These gods, according to St. Augustine, are the 
priests of God. “It is not too much to say,” says Innocent III, 
“that in view of the sublimity of their office the priests are so many 
gods.” “Who can forgive sins except God?” snearingly asked the 
Pharisees. Who can forgive sins? ask the snearing Pharisees of 
our days. And we can answer them, there is one son of man can 
forgive sins, and that son of a man is the Catholic priest, the co- 
worker of Almighty God who has made him, so to say, a partaker 
of His own divine powers. Yes, the Catholic priests are men all 
divine. “I am in them,” says Jesus Christ, “as thou, Father, art in 
me.” “The glory which Thou hast given me I have given them.” 
“To me all power is given in Heaven and on earth,” said Jesus 
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Christ to His Apostles and their successors, and with the same 
power I invest you.” “Go ye therefore into the whole world and 
teach all nations, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you. He that heareth you, heareth me, and he 
that despiseth you, despiseth me, but he that despiseth me de- 
spiseth Him that sent me.” “Whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you shall retain, they are re- 
tained.” Were ever greater powers, was ever a greater authority 
conferred on man? The priests of God are men endowed with 
divine powers, with a divine authority, with a sublime, a Heavenly, 
a godly dignity. The royal prophet says of them: “Ye are gods.” 
For to forgive sins, to cause the Holy Ghost to dwell in the souls 
of men, to change bread and wine into the Body and Blood of God, 
are miracles that can, properly speaking, be performed only by God 
Himself; yet at His command the priests perform these miracles 
every day. “To have the power of a priest of Jesus Christ,” says 
St. Gregory Nazianzen, “is to be a god on earth with the commis- 
sion to make gods of his fellow men.” Next to God the priest is the 
cause of our salvation, he can be understood only in Heaven. 


Ah! when we see the priests of the Catholic Church, weak, sinful 
men as they are, gifted with powers which the angels could not, did 
not, and dare not claim, when we see them possessing power over 
God Himself, possessing power to bear Him, to place Him, to give 
Him to whom they will, we cannot help exclaiming in amazement: 
“O wondrous miracle, O unheard of power! A greater power than 
this God could not give; it is His own infinite power.” 


You will say since the power, the dignity, the authority of the 
Catholic priests is so great they have every reason to become proud 
and to elate themselves above their fellowmen. But why should 
they? What have they that they have not received, and if they have 
received, why should they glory as if they had not received? They 
know only too well that they are.the ministers, the stewards of Al- 
mighty God and that at the end of their life they will have to give 
a strict account of their ministry and stewardship to a just, a jeal- 
ous, a revengeful God, a God who can cast both body and soul into 
hell. And this thought, if the grace of God did not support them, 
would almost drive them to despair. The judgment of every man 
will be terrible, but the judgment of the priest will be a hundred, a 
thousand times more terrible; for while every man will have to give 
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an account only of his own soul, the priest will have to give an ac- 
count of hundreds and thousands of souls, for he has as many 
souls as he has men confided to his care, and of every one of them 
he will have to give an account to a most strict Judge. Of every 
Mass he said, of every Communion he administered, of every ab- 
solution he pronounced, of every other Sacrament he administered 
he will have to give an account to an all-knowing, all just and all 
powerful God. Great is the power, dignity and authority of the 
Catholic priest, but his responsibility is equally great. 

Since God then has placed the priests of the Catholic Church 
upon the throne of His own power, dignity and authority ; since He 
calls them His cooperators in the divine work of redemption, what 
wonder if He commands all men to hear, honor and obey them as 
they are bound to hear, honor and obey God Himself. “He that 
heareth you, heareth me; he that despiseth you, despiseth me. He 
that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of my eye,” says God in Holy 
Writ. In the priest, therefore, the good Christian sees the am- 
bassador of the Most Holy Trinity. “Go,” says Christ to them, 
“and baptize all nations in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.” In them the good Christian beholds the 
representative of God the Father to sustain His cause, to make His 
name respected, to defend His interests, to promote His glory, to 
vindicate His honor, and to adopt for Him spiritual children and 
prepare them for His service in His eternal Kingdom. The good 
Christian sees in them the representative of the Son of God, because 
in His name and by His authority they preach the Gospel, offer in 
sacrifice His Body and Blood, and dispense His mysteries and 
graces. He sees in them the agents of the Holy Ghost. “It is not 
you that speak,” says Christ, “but the Holy Ghost who is in you.” 

Therefore, honor, love and and obey your priests. Who received 
your soul as it entered upon its spiritual life by Baptism? The 
priest. Who nourished it and gave it strength on its pilgrimage? 
The priest. Who will prepare it to go before its God? The priest 
—always the priest. And if your soul should die in sin, who will 
call it back to life and give it rest and peace? Again the priest. 
Can you remember a single spiritual gift of God without seeing a 
priest by its side? Of what use would a house full of gold be to 
you if you had no one to open the door for you? The priests have 
the key to the treasures of Heaven; they open the door; they dis- 
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tribute the treasures of God. If you went to confession to the 
Blessed Virgin or to an angel, could they absolve you from your 
sins? No! Could they give you the Body and Blood of your Jesus? 
No! The Blessed Virgin could not call her Divine Son down into 
the Host, and were a thousand angels to exert all their power they 
could not absolve you from the least venial sin. But a priest, no 
matter how poor, how simple, how humble he be, can do all these 
things; he can say to you: “Go, thy sins are forgiven thee.” Honor 
therefore, love and obey them, then you honor, love and obey not 
man, but Jesus Christ. Follow in this the example of St. Francis 
of Assisi. He said: “If I had the wisdom of Solomon and should 
find poor priests of this world I would not preach against their will 
in the churches which they serve, because they are my masters. And 
on account of this I act because I see nothing in this world of the 
Most High Son of God except His most holy Body and Blood 
which they consecrate and receive, and they only administer to 
others. And I will not consider sin in them because I discern the 
Son of God in them and they are my masters.” “If I should meet 
an angel and a priest,” he said, “I would kneel down first before the 
priest and ask his blessing, and then I would salute the angel.” The 
world which will pardon the greatest sins and crimes of its vota- 
ries, will hardly pardon the least fault in a priest. On the white 
alb every little stain is only too clearly seen and too readily criti- 
cised. A priest is made of the same clay as other men. God in 
making a man a priest does not change his nature; He does not take 
away his human passions and infirmities, but leaves them to him in 
order that he may have compassion with the passions and infirmities 
of his fellow men. Humility is necessary for every one of us if we 
wish to enter eternal life; for the gate which leads to it is both 
narrow and low, so we must stoop down if we wish to pass under it. 

Pray, therefore, for good, zealous and humble priests. Priests 
who hunger and thirst after immortal souls; priests who have noth- 
ing in view but the greater honor and glory of God and the salva- 
tion of immortal souls. The harvest indeed is great, but the laborers 
are few. Pray you therefore the Lord of the harvest that He send 
good and zealous laborers into His vineyard. -When our Divine 
Saviour saw the multitudes roaming about like sheep without a 
shepherd, He said: “I have compassion on the multitudes, for they 
are roaming about like sheep without a shepherd.” And if we look 
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around in the world of to-day, do we not see vast multitudes roam- 
ing about like sheep without a shepherd? Pray, therefore, our dear 
Lord that He may take compassion on these multitudes and send 
them good and faithful shepherds so that there may be one fold 
and one shepherd, the Catholic priesthood. 

Pray for your priests; they need your prayers as well as you 
need theirs, for without them it is impossible for you to save your 
souls. If every man has his tempting devil as he has his guardian 
angel, as I believe, then the priest of God has fifty tempting devils; 
for Satan knows only too well that if he can strike and lay low 
the shepherd, it is easy for him to disperse the flock. The priest 
prays at every Mass for all the faithful and especially for those 
who surround the altar and are committed to his care; so it is only 
a little bit of gratitude that you pay him if you pray for him. Some 
Christians require many things of their priests; they wish them to 
be great, learned and saintly men, patterns of all perfections; but 
they hardly ever think of praying for them. Poor priests! They 
are after God the greatest benefactors of the human race and in 
return often do not receive as much as a single little prayer. But 
above all pray for the young Levite who on this day starts out on 
his priestly career that he may become a good and zealous laborer 
in the vineyard of the Lord. Pray to God that He may give him 
His holy spirit: the spirit of life to animate him; the spirit of grace 
to sanctify him; the spirit of wisdom to enlighten him; the spirit of 
love to unite him to Jesus Christ and his fellowmen; the spirit of 
prudence to guide him; the spirit of fortitude to strengthen him; 
the spirit of piety to comfort him and make him fervent ; the spirit 
of peace to calm his passions; the spirit of liberty to detach him 
from all earthly things; the spirit of joy to console him in all afflic- 
tions; the spirit of humility to inspire him with the fear of God; 
the spirit of charity to accompany all his actions, so that when the 
eternal Judge shall come to ask an account of his stewardship he 
may hear the consoling words: “Well done, my good and faithful 
servant, my good and faithful steward, because thou hast been faith- 
ful in little things, I will set thee over great things, enter into the 
joy and glory of thy Lord and Master for all eternity,” where those 
who have been’ saved by his priestly ministration will form the 
crown of his glory and joy forever and ever. Amen. 
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ROMAN DOCUMENTS FCR THE MONTH 


1. APPOINTMENT OF DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATORS IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


The Apostolic Delegate in Washington inquired of the Com- 
mission for the Interpretation of the Code whether the old method 
of appointing administrators at the vacancy of bishoprics in the 
United States was still to be continued, or whether it had been 
abolished by the Code. 

The Commission answers that the method approved by the 
Council of Baltimore has been abolished by the Code, and that 
the diocesan consultors have, according to Canon 427, the right 
and duty to elect the administrator. 

If, however, a diocese has not at least five or six diocesan 
consultors, the archbishop, or, in case of vacancy of the arch- 
bishopric, the senior suffragan bishop shall with ratification of the 
Apostolic Delegate nominate the administrator. This faculty is 
to last for three years. If, however, before the end of the three 
years the number of consultors has been increased to five or six, 
they shall have the right to elect the administrator. In any case, 
a bishop shall not have power to appoint before his death or re- 
moval an administrator. (S. Consistorial Congregation, Feb- 
ruary 22, 1919.) 


2. CERTAIN FACULTIES OF MILITARY CHAPLAINS ARE 
REVOKED 


at 


The following faculties of military chaplains are recalled: 
(1) To absolve soldiers in a body and without previous Sacra- 
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mental confession; (2) to absolve from all censures and reserved 
cases; (3) to celebrate Holy Mass in any place; (4) to celebrate 
twice a day and without keeping the Eucharistic fast, which had 
been permitted in certain cases during the war; (5) to say votive 
Masses any day instead of the Mass prescribed by the rubrics; 
(6) to keep the Blessed Sacrament on war vessels and in military 
hospitals; (7) to bless by the sign of the Cross beads, crucifixes, 
medals, etc., and thus to apply the indulgences to them; (8) to 
exempt themselves from the obligation of saying the divine office, 
or of substituting other prayers for it. — 


The military bishops continue to keep their jurisdiction over 
military chaplains still in the service. (S. Consistorial Congre- 
gation, February 22, 1919.) 


3. WHEN CERTAIN FACULTIES GRANTED TO BIsHoPsS ON 


ACCOUNT OF THE WAR ARE TO CEASE 


The S. Consistorial Congregation declares that certain facul- 
ties granted to the bishops in Europe, as well as in America and 
other countries, on account of the war are to cease after six 
months from the date on which the peace treaty will have been 
signed by the nations implicated in the war. These are faculties 
granted to the bishops of France, Great Britain, Germany, Aus- 
tria, Poland, by decree of April 25, 1918, and giving them certain 
powers to dispense with minor and major impediments of mar- 
riage. 

The bishops of the United States, and of America generally, 
and the bishops of the Philippine Islands, Africa, India and 
Russia received faculties by Decree of August 2, 1918, to grant 
dispensation from minor impediments of marriage, as well as 
from mixed marriage and other major impediments, without 
forwarding to the Holy See the petition for dispensation. This 
faculty was expressly given only for the duration of the war, 
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and the bishops were to make at the end of the year exact report 
of the number and kind of dispensation granted. This faculty 
will likewise expire six months after the signing of the peace 
treaty. (S. Consistorial Congregation, April 4, 1919.) 


Fr. STANISLAUS Worwobp. O.F.M. 











RECENT STUDIES ON THE NEW CODE 


DOMICILE AND QUASI-DOMICILE ACCORDING TO 
THE CODE 


BAPTISM RENDERS PERSONS SUBJECT TO THE CHURCH 


By Baptism human beings become members of the Church 
established by Christ, and acquire all the rights and duties con- 
nected with membership in this Church. This principle has been 
held by the Church from the very beginning of her existence. 
The Code states merely that by Baptism a person becomes sub- 
ject to the Church, and hence it does not matter who administers 
the Baptism, whether a Catholic or a Protestant, or someone not 
affiliated with any religious body, provided the conditions for 
valid Baptism are observed. In principle therefore all persons 
validly baptized are subject to the authority of the Church. This 
principle is a logical conclusion of the teaching of the Catholic 
Church that she is the only authorized religious society charged 
with the care of souls. That her claim is not recognized by those 
religious denominations which have in the course of centuries 
separated themselves from the one true Church, or have grown 
out of such separated bodies, is unfortunate, but their denial of 
the rights of the Catholic Church cannot change the principle. 

If the bond of union with the Church is on the part of those 
validly baptized impeded by schism or heresy, these persons, 
though members of the Church, forfeit the rights of the Church. 
Subjects of the Church who are punished with ecclesiastical cen- 
sures do likewise forfeit some of the rights and privileges to a 
greater or lesser extent, according to the particular censures with 
which they may be punished. 

The question has been discussed whether persons whose Bap- 
tism is only probably valid are to be considered subjects of the 


Church. While nothing certain can be said on this question, it 
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would seem that the opinion of canonists who demand valid Bap- 
tism as the necessary prerequisite for becoming a subject of the 
Church is the more reasonable. Ordinarily the Church does not 
consider in her legislation persons of doubtful Baptism. The 
only instance we find of this in the Code is in reference to mar- 
riage contracted by parties whose Baptism is doubtful (cf. Canon 
1070, § 2), in which case the marriage is to be considered valid 
until the contrary is proved. It may be deduced also from the 
Code that, generally speaking, the Church presumes the Baptism 
of the various non-Catholic denominations to be valid as long as 
the fact of Baptism having been administered is certain, for in 
the legislation on marriage it presumes them to be bound by the 
same impediments as the Catholics, except in those cases in which 
the Code explicitly exempts them. 


Subjects of the Church may lose the rights and privileges of 
members of the Church, either in whole or in part, by impeding 
their communion with the Church and losing thereby the spiritual 
benefits that flow from the Church as the distributer of the fruits 
of the redemption of Christ. The question has been discussed 
by canonists whether an excommunicated person should be called 
a member of the Church. While the authors do not agree 
whether such a one should be called a member or not, all do and 
must admit that excommunicated persons are and remain sub- 
jects of the Church, for inasmuch as Baptism can never be un- 
done they will be, and remain, subjects of the Church. It de- 
pends on the authorities of the Church whether and how far any 
rights or favors may under the circumstances be granted to dis- 
obedient subjects. (Canon 87.) 





MINoR AND Major AGE oF PERSONS 


In Canon Law a person becomes of major age with the com- 
pletion of the twenty-first year of age. Persons under twenty- 
one years of age are called minors. Boys reach the age of puberty 
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with the completion of the fourteenth year, girls with the com- 
pletion of the twelfth year of age. Children under seven years 
of age are called infants, and Canon Law presumes that they do 
not possess the use of reason. After the completion of the seventh 
year of age the law presumes that they have attained the use of 
reason and therefore are held to the laws of the Church, unless 
it can be proved that actually they do not have the use of reason, 
Persons who for reason of mental defect are habitually deprived 
of the use of reason are held in law equal to infants. 


A person of major age has the full exercise of his rights; 
minors are subject in the exercise of their rights to the power of 
the parents or guardians with the exception of those affairs in 
which the law exempts minors from the paternal power. In mat- 
ters touching the salvation of their own soul, e. g., choice of voca- 
tion to priesthood or religious life, reception of the Sacraments, 
etc., minors are independent. (Canon 89.) 






How THE BIRTHPLACE OF PERSONS IS CONSIDERED IN LAw 


As the birthplace, also in the case of converts, is considered 
the place where the father had a domicile, or in want of a dom- 
icile a quasi-domicile, at the time of the birth of the child. If 
the child be born after the death of the father, the domicile or 
quasi-domicile of the mother determines the birthplace of the 
child, and her domicile or quasi-domicile rules also in the case 
of illegitimate children. From this law of the Code it follows 
that the place where the child is actually born is not considered, 
but rather the place of domicile or, in want of a domicile, the 
quasi-domicile of the parents. 


In case of parents who have neither domicile nor quasi-domicile 
in any parish or diocese, the actual place of birth is considered the 
birthplace of the child. Foundlings exposed by their parents and 
of unknown origin have for their birthplace the place in which 
they were found. (Canon 90.) 
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RECENT STUDIES ON THE NEW CODE 


How DomIcILE AND QuasI-DoMICILE ARE ACQUIRED 


The term incola is applied in Canon Law to a person who has 
a domicile in a certain place; peregrinus denotes a person who is 
absent from the place of domicle or quasi-domicile which he 
still retains ; the term vagus applies to persons who have no domi- 
cile or quasi-domicile in any place. (Canon 91.) 


A domicile is acquired by residence in a parish or quasi-parish, 
in a diocese, vicariate, or prefecture apostolic. This residence 
must be such that the circumstances prove the intention of a per- 
son to settle down permanently in that place unless some unfor- 
seen circumstance will force or induce him to abandon his resi- 
dence. Actual residence for ten complete years is likewise suffi- 
cient to establish a domicile. In the first mode of acquiring a 
domicile, namely by intention to stay permanently in the place 
where a person establishes his home, it is necessary that the ex- 
terior circumstances show such intention. In the second mode 
of acquiring a domicile, namely by ten complete years of actual 
residence, the intention to stay in that place permanently is not 
considered necessary, but only the fact of actual residence for the 





past ten years. 

A quasi-domicile is acquired by a person through residence in 
a parish or diocese with the intention of staying there the larger 
part of a year, unless circumstances will arise to call the person 
to another place. Actual residence in a place for the greater part 
of the year is also considered a quasi-domicile. The difference 
between the two modes of acquiring a quasi-domicile is, that in 
the first mode a person acquires the quasi-domicile on the first 
day of actual residence, if circumstances prove that he has the 
intention to stay for the larger part of the year, while in the 
second mode a quasi-domicile is not acquired until after he has 
lived in the same place for the greater part of the year. 


Domicile or quasi-domicile in a parish or quasi-parish is called 
parochial; if persons have not stayed in the same parish but in 
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various parishes of the same diocese, vicariate, etc., it is called 
diocesan domicile or quasi- domicile. (Canon 92.) 


DoMICILE OF WIFE AND CHILDREN UNDER AGE 


A wife who is not legally separated from her husband neces- 
arily retains the domicile of her husband; children of minor age 
have for their domicile the home of the person or persons in 
whose charge they are, viz., parents or guardian. Insane persons 
have no domicile of their own but share that of their guardian. 


A minor who has passed the age of infancy may acquire a 
quasi-domicile of his own, as also the wife who is not legally 
separated from her husband. The wife who has obtained legal 
separation may acquire a domicile of her own. 

The children, therefore, retain the domicile of their parents 
until they have completed their twenty-first year of age, though 
they may not live with their parents. They cannot during this 
period of their lives have a domicile of their own, but if they 
fulfil the conditions required for a quasi-domicile they may have 
a quasi-domicile of their own. If they have left the house of 
their parents and established a home of their own, they lose when 
they become of age the domicile of their parents and acquire 
their own domicile in the place in which they have established 
themselves. (Canon 93.) 


The question of domicile is particularly important for candi- 
dates to the priesthood. The bishop is entitled to ordain by his 
own right: (1) those who have been born in his diocese, and 
have at the same time a canonical domicile in his diocese; (2) 
those who have not been born in his diocese but have a canonical 
domicile there, but in that case the candidate for orders must de- 
clare on oath that he intends to stay permanently in the diocese. 
If the bishop wishes to ordain any other young men for his dio- 
cese, these men must obtain letters of excardination from their 
proper bishop, and the bishop who wishes to adopt them for his © 
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diocese must issue letters of incardination. The candidate’s proper 
bishop seems to be the one where the candidate was born and has 
his domicile. If he has no longer a domicile in the place of his 
birth, it seems to be the bishop where he has a domicile at the 
time. The Code does not state what is to be done if a candidate 
for orders has nowhere a canonical domicile but only a quasi- 
domicile, for Canon 956 recognizes as proper bishop of an ordi- 
nandus only the bishop of the birthplace of the candidate if he at 
the same time has there a canonical domicile, or the bishop of the 
domicile, if he has no domicile in the place of birth. Some 
definite declaration on this point will very likely be given by the 
Commission for the Interpretation of the Code. 


DoMICILE AND QuAsI-DoMICILE DETERMINE PROPER ORDINARY 


AND PASTOR 


By domicile or quasi-domicile the members of the Church be- 
come subjects of a certain diocese and parish. While the faith- 
ful are at all times and in all parts of the world bound by the 
common law of the Church, and are subject to the supreme au- 
thority of the Church, they are not subject to the particular law 
of a certain diocese or country unless they have either a domicile 
or quasi-domicile in the place where such particular laws are in 
force. The domicile or quasi-domicile also decides to what parish 
a person belongs. It is generally admitted that a person may 
have domiciles in two different places, e¢. g., a winter and a sum- 
mer residence; and a person may also have a domicile in one 
place and a quasi-domicile in another. They will therefore be 
subject to the bishop or pastor in authority in the place of resi- 
dence they occupy at the time. 

In reference to students, canonists have generally held that 
the conditions of studies do not permanently locate them in a place 
and that they therefore do not acquire a real domicile though 
they may have stayed in one place for ten years or longer. As 
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long as they are of minor age they retain the domicile of their 
parents, which domicile they also retain after coming of age 
unless they give up the home of their parents and settle down in 
another place to establish a domicile of their own. Whether 
students who have lived in the place of studies for ten years, and 
became of age while still in the place of studies, can be said to 
acquire there a domicile of their own is not altogether certain. 
For while the Code says that ten years’ residence establishes a 
domicile, the principle that a student does not acquire a domicile 
in the place of studies seems to be true even under the new law 
of the Code. The ten years’ residence is ordinarily taken as prov- 
ing the intention to stay permanently in that place, while a pur- 
suit of studies does not prove the intention to stay permanently 
but rather the contrary. 

In the United States the question of Catholics belonging to a 
certain parish is at the present time very confused, for in many 
cases the domicile or quasi-domicile of the people is not consid- 
ered, but rather their nationality on account of the many parishes 
for people of foreign languages. Some dioceses, moreover, con- 
sider the renting of a pew as a proof of membership in a parish, 
irrespective of the district in which the pewholder lives. Until 
matters are adjusted nothing certain can be said on this point, 
and it is by no means an easy task to make the peculiar conditions 
of the Church in the United States harmonize in all details with 
the general law of the Code. 

Persons who have neither a domicile nor quasi-domicile in any 
place have for their proper bishop and pastor the bishop and 
pastor of the place where they actually stay. Persons who have 
only a diocesan, not a parochial, domicile or quasi-domicile have 
for their proper pastor the pastor of the parish in which they 
actually live. (Canon 94.) 

Domicile and quasi-domicile are lost by leaving the place with 
the intention not to return there. Persons may through circum- 
stances. be forced to be absent from their home even for a con- 
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siderable length of time, but as long as they have not given up 
their former residence they retain the old domicile or quasi-domi- 
cile. Minors, and wives not legally separated from their hus- 
bands, do not lose the domicile or quasi-domicile of parents or 
husband though they live elsewhere for a considerable length of 


time. (Canon 95.) 
Fr. STANISLAUS Woywop, O.F.M. 











ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 


THE OBLIGATION OF APPLYING Hoty MASS FOR THE 
CONGREGATION 


Editor THE HomiLetic MontuHty: I am chaplain of an Or- 
phanage and also attend to several missions, in one of which I 
say my second Mass on Sundays. I was never appointed pastor 
of those missions, but I do perform there all the duties of a 
pastor in reference to the administration of the Sacraments. Am 
I obliged to apply Holy Mass on Sundays, and on the actual and 


: SS 
suppressed holidays of obligation: SACERDOS. 


Answer.—lf there is an obligation to apply Holy Mass for the 
people the priest cannot on that day take a stipend for any of the 
two Masses that he says on a Sunday or holiday of obligation. 
This is admitted by all canonists and has been explained before 
in the pages of the HomILetic MonTHLy. In the case under con- 
sideration, however, the obligation of the chaplain of the Orphan- 
age is not certain, and inasmuch as it is a hardship for the priest, 
the obligation cannot be urged as long as it is not certain that the 
obligation exists. The chaplain is appointed to take care of the 
Orphanage, and the fact that he also attends to the missions is 
rather a secondary charge, and more in the nature of a work of 
zeal and charity towards the few scattered families of the district. 


DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE BY DISPENSATION FROM MATRIMO- 
NIUM RatuM ET Non CONSUMMATUM 


Question—Two non-baptized parties, Titius and Caia, con- 
tracted marriage. Later on Titius tells Caia that he wants to be- 
come a Catholic and they separate. Titius soon afterwards is 
baptized in the Catholic Church, and a short time after this Caia 
is baptized in the Baptist church. Caia gets a divorce from Titius 


and marries another man. Titius has become acquainted with a 
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 805 


Catholic girl and wishes to marry her. Can his first marriage 
be declared invalid, or, rather, can the Church allow his second 
marriage in virtue of the Pauline Privilege? 


Answer.—The Pauline Privilege can be applied only if one of 
the parties remains unbaptized and the other receives Baptism. 
The solution of the case by the Pauline Privilege is therefore out 
of question in this case. There is, however, a way in which the 
man may be allowed to contract marriage, namely by a dispensa- 
tion from the matrimonium ratum et non consummatum. As the 
case stands, the parties, Titius and Caia, did not live together 
after both had been baptized and their former marriage, called 
in Canon Law matrimonium legitimum, became by their receiving 
Baptism a matrimonium ratum in law but was not consummated 
afterwards. The petition for such a dispensation is to be sent 
to the Holy See through the bishop, and the Holy See then gives 
instruction to the episcopal curia how to prepare the evidence in 
the case. These documents are returned to the Holy See, which 
in the question of matrimonium ratum et non consummatum re- 
serves decision to itself. 


MarRIAGE ON A SICK CALL IN ANOTHER PARISH 


Question —Pastor A is sick and requests the rector of the ad- 
joining parish to attend to a sick call. As the rector enters the 
house, one of the family tells him that the sick man was about 
three years ago married to a Protestant woman by a civil magis- 
trate. The man is in a crisis and will have a chance to get well 
if he lives through the crisis. The woman is also quite ill at the 
time. Is this priest entitled to marry the couple according to the 
rite of the Church without getting delegation from the pastor, 
and, as far as the impediment of mixed religions is concerned, 
may the priest be satisfied with the oral promise of the non- 
Catholic party, without promise in writing, concerning the Cath- 
olic bringing up of the children? 
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Answer.—The new Code grants most far-reaching powers of 
dispensation from marriage impediments to any priest who at- 
tends a person in danger of death. Canon 1044 rules that if there 
is no time to have recourse to the bishop, the priest has in refer- 
ence to the impediments all the powers of dispensation given to 
the bishop in Canon 1043. Nor is delegation to assist at the 
marriage needed whenever one of the parties is in danger of 
death. Canon 1044 insists, indeed, that even in mixed marriages 
contracted in danger of death the ordinary promises should be 
made by the non-Catholic party, for without these promises the 
Church does not want the priest to have anything to do with the 
marriage; but it is sufficient that these promises are sincerely 
given by word of mouth, and the Code does not absolutely de- 
mand them to be given in writing, but says that ordinarily they 
shall be given in writing (Canon 1061, 2). If, therefore, they 
cannot be easily made in writing, as is the case here where the 
Protestant party is also sick in bed, the oral promise is sufficient 
to entitle the priest to validate this marriage. 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywop, O.F.M. 

















CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


NECESSITY OF CONFESSION 


Casus.—Father Cosmas is sometimes called to minister to 
dying persons who are unconscious on account of some sudden 
accident which made it impossible for them to show any desire 
that the priest be sent for. He follows this rule as regards abso- 
lution: To all known as practical Catholics he gives absolution 
unconditionally ; to all other baptized persons he imparts condi- 
tional absolution (si dispositus es), at least secretly, unless it is 
certain that they had positively expressed a determined, irrevo- 
cable will not to receive the Sacrament. 

A Catholic layman who was often present on these occasions 
asked Father Cosmas whether these absolutions were sacra- 
mental or rather of the same nature as the absolution that is 
given before Holy Communion. The question occurs to him, 
he says, because he had always thought that confession was an 
essential part of the Sacrament of Penance. Father Cosmas 
replied that confession is indeed necessary whenever possible, but 
that it was not possible in the case of the unconscious and that 
since God does not require impossibilities, such persons could be 
absolved without confession. On returning home Father Cosmas 
consulted his theological works and there found the following 
passage from the Council of Trent: “Si quis dixerit absolu- 
tionem sacramentalem sacerdotis non esse actum judicialem sed © 
nudum ministerium pronuntiandi et declarandi remissa esse pec- 
cata confitentt . . . aut dixerit non requiri confessionem poeni- 
tentis ut sacerdos eum absolvere possit anathema sit” (Sess. 14, 
can.9). Wherefore Father Cosmas begins to doubt not only the 
value of his explanation, but even the lawfulness of his practice. 


Questions —1. May absolution be given without confession? 


2. Must confession be external ? 
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3. Are external signs of contrition and confession possible 
when a person who expressed no wish for a priest suddenly be- 
comes unconscious ? 


4. Was the rule followed by Father Cosmas a good one, and 
was his explanation correct? 


Solution —The word “absolution” may be understood here in 


two senses: (a) asa judicial act by which one who has jurisdic- 
tion pronounces sentence granting pardon from a fault or its pun- 
ishment; (b) as an act of intercession by which a plea for for- 
giveness is made in behalf of another. In the usage of the 
Church the former kind of absolution is called judicial, the latter 
deprecative. In the Sacrament of Penance absolution is given 
judicially. Even though the form of words that he uses be 
deprecative, as is the case with some Orientals, the intention of 
the minister of this Sacrament is not to implore forgiveness for 
the penitent, but to pronounce in virtue of the power of the keys 
sentence of remission of sins. The prayers “Misereatur” and 
“Absolutionem” which are said by the priest at the beginning of 
Mass and before the administration of Communion are examples 
of deprecative absolution. These prayers, although preceded by 
a general confession made in the name of all present, do not form 
part of the Sacrament of Penance, but are only a petition for 
pardon. They are sacramentals instituted by the Church and 
through them remission of venial sins may be obtained from God. 
Deprecative absolution may be given without confession, as it is 
not used in a judicial but in an intercessory manner. It is even 
applied to the dead, as in many of the prayers that occur in the 
liturgical offices for the faithful departed. But Sacramental 
absolution can be given only after the confession of the penitent, 
as the Council of Trent defined against Luther and Calvin. 

2. Most theologians hold that confession must be external, 1. ¢., 
manifested by some sensible sign. According to St. Thomas con- 
fession is a part of the outward sign of the Sacrament, the acts 
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of the penitent being the matter and the words of absolution the 


form. 
According to Scotus confession is a prerequisite disposition 


that must be externally manifested before absolution can be pru- 
dently granted. Both these opinions require that confession be 
external. There are other theologians who say that while confes- 
sion is presupposed to absolution as a disposition necessary to the 
worthy reception of the Sacrament of Penance, yet its external 
manifestation is not an indispensable condition, and, therefore, 
internal confession suffices when the sensible avowal of sin is im- 
possible. Since the Sacrament of Penance has the character of 
a judicial process, for which reason it is called a tribunal or 
forum, this opinion is less probable than the foregoing. A judi- 
cial process supposes first a full, free and fair investigation, and 
secondly the pronouncing of sentence. However, the former 
view is not entirely certain, and since the benefit of the doubt 
may be given in favor of one in extreme necessity, a dying person 
unable to show any desire to make confession may be absolved 
conditionally. 

3. Sacramental confession of sin may be made orally or in 
writing, by gestures, by signs, in a word by any means through 
which the internal idea, may be sensibly communicated. A dumb 
person may confess in writing or by the sign language, those who 
are too weak to speak by nodding the head in answer to ques- 
tions. In the case of the unconscious, absolution may be given 
whenever a desire to make confession has been shown either to 
the priest or to others. “Quod si inter confitendum, vel etiam 
antequam incipiat confiteri, vox et loquela aegro deficiant, nutibus 
et signis conetur, quoad ejus fieri poterit, peccata poenitentis cog- 
noscere: quibus utcumque vel in genere vel in specie cognitis, vel 
etiam si confitendi desiderium sive per se sive per alios ostenderit, 
absolvendus est.’ (Rit. Rom.) The sighs and murmurs and 
movements of the dying person may be attempts to ask for 
spiritual helps and not merely the expression of bodily suffering. 
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Those who to all appearances are insensible as the result of their 
sickness often retain not only the use of reason, but even to some 
extend of their senses, especially of hearing. They may realize 
very keenly the danger of death in which they are placed and 
their need of- spiritual succor. Their inarticulate cries, their 
heavy breathing, their convulsive and agitated movements may 
be the indication in the only way left to them of their anxious 
desire for the Sacraments of the Church. Some who have been 
brought back to health when they were almost at death’s door 
have related how clear their minds remained even when to the 
bystanders they appeared to be sinking, and how earnestly they 
continued to pray within themselves and to seek to express their 
pious desires. Hence the priest who observes in a dying and 
unconscious person such signs as we have just described may 
regard them as the external indications of contrition and con- 
fession. They are not certain signs, it is true. But in case of 
urgent necessity, such as death is, one may depend on signs that 
are probable. When the dying person has lead a Christian life 
everything favors the belief that he desires absolution at least 
implicitly. Even those who believe without practising their relig- 
ion hope for the most part to make a good end. “It is much 
better,” says St. Augustine, “to give the Sacraments to one who 
does not wish them than to deny them to one who wishes them, 
when, although it is not certain what the dying person would say 
if he were able to speak, it is more probable that he would ask 
for the Sacraments without which he always believed that he 
ought not to depart this life’ (De Adulterinis Conjugiis, l. 1. ¢. 
26). And in this same work he says that catechumens to whom 
in health Baptism would be denied on account of their scandalous 
lives may be baptized when they lie unconscious and dying, as it 
is not certain that they wished to continue their sinful course 
even after Baptism. The same may be said with regard to abso- 
lution in the case of bad Catholics even though they were stricken 
down in the very act of sin. Indeed it may be presumed that 
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even heretics and schismatics who are not known to have been in 
bad faith desire absolution implicitly, since it is likely that they 
desire in a general way to do, at least at the hour of death, what 
God requires for their salvation. Death-bed repentances and con- 
versions may be rare, but certainly they are not impossible. 
Hence it seems that the cases in which the priest will not find at 
least probable signs of a desire for confession in those destitute 
of their senses are comparatively few. Such cases, however, 
may happen. It is difficult to perceive any external sign of a 
wish to confess and to receive absolution when nothing favor- 
able is known about the dying person and he lies peacefully as 
in a quiet sleep. But even then absolution may be given, as was 
stated above, in virtue of the probable opinion that it is not essen- 
tial that the acts of the penitent be manifested externally. 


4. The method of procedure followed by Father Cosmas was 
for the most part correct. 


(a) His rule concerning the persons to whom absolution should 
be given is not admitted in every particular by all theologians. 
But from what has been said above it appears that there are also 
good reasons in favor of his practice. 


(b) If it is not certain that the dying person to whom he is 
called has been validly baptized, conditional Baptism should pre- 
cede absolution. 


(c) When absolution is given to non-Catholics, scandal should 
be avoided. Either the absolution should be given secretly or 
the reason for granting it should be explained. 


(d) Reverence for the Sacrament requires that when the peni- 
tent’s dispositions are doubtful absolution be given condition- 
ally. Since all the cases now under consideration were doubtful, 
Father Cosmas should have absolved conditionally in all of them. 
It is not necessary to express, but suffices to intend the condition. 


- The explanation offered to his inquirer showed why a generic 
confession prudently presumed suffices for granting absolution 
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when a detailed confession is impossible, e. g., in shipwreck, in 
battle, when the dying are unconscious, etc.; but Father Cosmas 
was wrong when he said that at times no confession whatever is 
necessary for absolution. 


Rev. J. A. McHueu, O.P. 








